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Editorial
Hello Everyone
After a very severe winter which was echoed throughout Europe, here in

Romaniathere are signs that spring is on the way. | hope you al had a good
Easter and benefited from a short break.

The May issue of the Journal of EAHIL is dedicated to Health Technology
Assessment (HTA) and | was redlly pleased to see the interest in this subject.
The Scope Note of the MeSH term "Technology Assessment, Biomedical” for HTA is. the
evaluation of biomedical technology in relation to cost, efficacy, utilization etc., and its future impact
on social, ethical, and legal systems.* Therefore it is indeed a very current and valuable topic and
additional information and information sources will be offered in the following pages.

The EAHIL Elections are now in process for a new President, three new Board members and two co-
opted members. Each candidate has been asked to write a short manifesto and for the first time these
will be featured in the Journal. In this way it is hoped that everyone will be able to better see the
candidates and their ideas and plans for the future of EAHIL. All EAHIL members are €eligible to
participate in this important voting procedure.

Registration for the 10" EAHIL Conferenceis brisk and enrolment for the CEC courses are also going
well so do not wait too long to register for your courses.

Three hotels are filling up rapidly, the Agape, the Capitolina and the Fulton. Most of all | urge you
to book your plane tickets well in advance especialy if you plan to come via Budapest and
Bucharest. There will be a great rush for tickets for not only flying into Cluj on the 9th, 10th, 11th,
12th September but also for leaving on Sunday 18th. More information regarding accommodation and
flights can be obtained from our Conference Travel Agency at naturatravel@cluj.astral.ro.

The Scientific Programme was established at the IPC meeting and we are publishing it in this issue.
Asyou can see we have some very interesting speakers and subjects and the Cluj IPC are hopeful that
everyone will be able to find subjects of interest. The Social Programmeis finalized and over 80% of
the people registered have also signed up for one of the all day excursions on the Saturday, Biertan
and Sighisoara being the most popular.

All sixteen exhibition booths have been already reserved and in fact we are trying to realize more
space for additional exhibitors. As you can see from the list of exhibitors in the middle pages al the
major names in medical librarianship will be represented at the Cluj conference.

The August issue's theme is Evidence-Based Medicine and the deadline for submission of articlesis
15 July 2006. | look forward to hearing from you all

Sally Wood-Lamont
swood@umfcluj.ro

1. http://www.nlm.nih.gov/cgi/mesh/2006/MB_cgi?
mode=& term=Technol ogy+A ssessment,+Biomedical & field=entry

JOURNAL OF THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR HEALTH INFORMATION AND LIBRARIES, VOL. 2 (2) 1



Contents

EDITORIAL
1. Letter from the Editor - Sally Wood-Lamont

NEWS FROM OUR ASSOCIATION
3. Letter from the President - Arne Jakobsson
4. Candidates for EAHIL President and the EAHIL Board

NEWS FROM OUR COLLEAGUES
12. News from the Medical Library Association - Eve-Marie Lacroix

THEME ISSUE - HEALTH TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT

13. What is Health Technology Assessment (HTA)? - Janette Boynton
14. HTAI Vortal - Becky Skidmore

14. The ISSG Search Filters Resource - Julie Glanville

17. The HTA database: A History and Description - Jo Akers

NEWS FROM CLUJ -NAPOCA, ROMANIA
10" EAHIL Conference 2006

23. Report of the IPC Meeting in Cluj

26. CEC courses - Meet your Teachers (2)

30. Exhibitors Hall

31. Scientific Programme

THEME ISSUE - HEALTH TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT

37. The Information Specialist and Health Technology Assessment
- Drea Eskildsen Stenbaek and Malene Fabricius Jensen

41. EUnetHTA - The First European Network to Assess Health Technology
- Patrice Chalon and Irina Cleemput

43. HTA in Italy: Past Experiences and Perspectives
- Francesco Martelli and Daniela Armocida

47. Bundesgesundheitsblatt 49 (3) 2006 - Suzanne Bakker

INTERNET PAGE

50. Substance Abuse: MeSH terms, Indexed Journals,

Guidelines & Directories - Benoit Thirion

52. PUBLICATIONS AND NEW PRODUCTS - Giovanna F. Miranda
55. FORTHCOMING EVENTS - Giovanna F. Miranda

56. LIST OF NEW EAHIL MEMBERS

60. COLOPHON

ACOnnect
i

AmETHn
i

wl Frvimabology
LETHTEN TN

RCMInars in oy
JCMTNATS 1M MeUTOSUrETTY

somianars in Eespiramery and
it al Cane Blealivime

and mare

Frwr BFTheT IR misar v S OTacT:
inferi e o Lo

¥ Thicme

JOURNAL OF THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR HEALTH INFORMATION AND LIBRARIES, VOL. 2 (2)



News from our Association
L etter from the President

10" EAHIL Conference in Cluj-Napoca, Romania

In the February issue of the Journal of EAHIL we all received awarm invitation
to take part in the 10th EAHIL Conference in Cluj-Napoca, Romania. | hope that
many EAHIL members will take this opportunity to join colleagues from
Europe, and in fact from all over the world, in Cluj-Napoca. The extensive
continuing education courses, organized by EvaAlopaeus (Sweden) and Pat Flor
(Norway), have already been published in the Journal of EAHIL and on the web.
The Programme Committee, chaired by Benoit Thirion (France), met the first
week in March and decided on the Scientific Programme. | participated in the
meeting and the overall quality of the papers was very good, so we can look
forward to an excellent Scientific Programme.

DO NOT MISS EARLY-BIRD REGISTRATION - 31°" MAY

Even though the Scientific Programme is packed, the organizers have made sure that we do not miss the
delights of Cluj-Napoca and its surroundings. There are city tours arranged for Thursday afternoon, and
on Saturday a choice of three different tours. In addition the organizers are providing free transport from
the airport to our hotels. There will also be a Transylvanian EAHIL Echo. Accommodation and mealsin
Cluj-Napocaare very reasonable. Your local travel agency might not book so many flightsto Cluj-Napoca,
so before you book you should also consult Natura Travel in Cluj-Napoca in order to get the best dedl. |
hope to see many of you in Cluj-Napoca, where the organizers have done their utmost to guarantee a
successful conference.

2006 election year

2006 is €election year for the EAHIL President and for the EAHIL Board members. The Nomination
Committee (EvaAlopaeus from the North, Bruce Madge from the West, Sally Wood-L amont from the East
and Luise Fruttini from the South) and individual EAHIL members have worked hard to seek out and
encourage active EAHIL members to stand for President and on the Board. 2 candidates have been
nominated as President and 9 candidates have been nominated for the EAHIL Board. There are three
vacancies for Board members and one for President. The two non-elected candidates who receive the
largest numbers of votes will be co-opted to the Board.

The voting papers will be sent by ordinary mail during the spring to all EAHIL members with voting
privileges, i.e. al members except affiliated members and honorary members. All candidates for Board
and President have been asked to send:

- curriculum vitae, hopes and visions for EAHIL's future

- picture, full details of name, address, e-mail

- activities and professional interests

- plans for EAHIL

| urge al EAHIL members to participate in the election. The votes should be sent by ordinary mail to
EAHIL secretariat. Closing date for the election is 315 July.

| wish you all awonderful summer. | look forward to seeing you all in Cluj.

Arne Jakobsson
p.ajakobsson@ub.uio.no
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News from our Association

EAHIL 2006 ELECTIONS

CANDIDATE FOR EAHIL PRESIDENT

Suzanne Bakker -
The Netherlands

Curriculum Vitae

® Library Director
since 1984 of the
medical libraries of the
University of Nijmegen,
the University of
Amsterdam and since 1998 of the
Netherlands Cancer Inst.

® Active member of the biomedical
information group (BMI) of the Dutch
Library Association (NVB) as Editor of
the newsletter Biomeditaties and as
Chair of the Continuing Education
Committee (see also: http://www.
nvbonline.nl/bmi).

® Joined EAHIL in the late 80s and have
served on numerous International
Programme Committees since 1992 as
well as being responsible for the
Continuing Education Courses in 1998,
2002 and 2004. Editor of the Conference
Proceedings from the Montpellier,
Coimbra and  Utrecht EAHIL
conferences.

® Supervisor of the EAHIL secretariat since
the move from Brussels to the
Netherlands (Amsterdam/Utrecht) in
October 1998

® Currently 2nd Vice President of EAHIL

Professional interests:

Clinica librarianship; bibliometrics; instruc-
tion in bibliographic databases and
bibliographic database management systems,
continuing education for medical librarians

Important issues for EAHIL:

® continuation of the annual events
(conferences and workshops) as an
opportunity to meet colleagues,
exchange ideas & experiences and to
learn about new initiatives in our field

® organizing and facilitating continuing
education courses

® "visibility" of our profession by contacts,
publications and attendance of
conferences with medical and health
professionals and maangement

® development of standards and guidelines
for medical library and information
services

It would be an honor for me to serve EAHIL as
President in the coming years. It is my strong
belief that Europe will benefit from closer
cooperation among professionals in general
and that European citizens will benefit from
health services that are supported by the
European medical information professionalsin
particular.

Suzanne Bakker, MSc.

Library Director / Information specialist
Central Cancer Library
s.bakker@nki.nl
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News from our Association

EAHIL 2006 ELECTIONS

CANDIDATE FOR EAHIL PRESIDENT

Manuela Colombi -
Italy

Curriculum Vitae

| have been employed
at Janssen-Cilag in
Italy since 1998. | am
in charge of the
management of the
scientific  documen-
tation and drug safety department. All my
previous job experience has been in the
pharmaceutical industries.

| have been a member of EAHIL since the
beginning of the nineties and | have been
active as a Council then as a Board member
and from 1999 to 2000 | had the responsibility
and honor of being President. At present | am
Treasurer. As an EAHIL member | have
organized two workshops in Italy and | have
been amember of the Scientific Committees of
numerous conferences.

Future Plans for EAHIL

As in the previous mandate | would like to
continue the cooperation with al Council
members to disseminate information regarding
activities and projects run by the EAHIL
Association. | intend to take care of the
financial wellbeing of EAHIL now that we are
a 'no-fee association. While increasing the
cooperation with our colleagues from what we
now cal New-Europe, a the same time |
would like to maintain an active membership
in those countries which founded EAHIL.

Finally, a special consideration must be given
to the Association's Webpage, our window to
the world. There the work done by Benoit
Thirionisinvaluable, and | would likeif, onthe
same server, we could host al the proceedings
of our workshops and conferences.

Manuela Colombi
Janssen-Cilag SpA
mcolombi @jacit.jnj.com

CANDIDATES FOR THE EAHIL BOARD

There will be three new Board members elected, plus the two non-elected candidates
who receive the largest numbers of votes will be co-opted to the Board.

North Europe

Pirjo Rajakiili -
Finland

Curriculum Vitae

° Library Director

since 1999 of the

National Library of

Health Sciences

® 1991-1999 Head Librarian of
National Public Health Institute

the

® Two other library posts before those two
mentioned

Activities and Professional Interests:

® Board member and secretary of the
Finnish Research Library Association

® Board member of Bibliothecarii
Medicinae Fenniae BMF and later
President

® Active member of BMF in organizing
EAHIL Conference 2008 in Helsinki

® Board member of the Nordic Association
for Medical and Health Information
(NAMHI, now NORDBALT) since 1994
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News from our Association
EAHIL 2006 ELECTIONS

® EAHIL Council member (second term) Plans for EAHIL

® As Council member | have been | think that our professionisagreat profession.
developing together with two other Our knowledge is becoming more useful for
persons The Code of Ethics for EAHIL  our patrons and we know it, but how can we
and now am a member of the EAHIL  manage to make this knowledge visible; how

Certification Working Party. to survive asaprofession. It is here that | think

® Member of the evaluation group of the EAHIL can have an important role and there |
Finnish Museums. would like to do my bit.

® Honours. Nominated Director of the Pirjo Rajakiili

Year 2004 at the University of Helsinki National Library of Health Sciences

pirjo.rgjakiili @hel sinki.fi

South Europe step to a health semantic Web. - Stud

Health Technol Inform. 2003;95:707-12

LU H T B Benoit Thirion - ® Darmoni SJ, Thirion B, Leroy JP
: France Douyere M, Piot J. - The use of Dublin
Core metadata in a structured heath

Functions

® Responsible for the
Medical Library of the
Rouen University
Hospital since 1983.

® Coordinator of the
CISMeF project (started in 1995) =
Catalog and Index of French-language
health resources: http://www.cismef.org/.

® Council member for France in EAHIL,

since 2003.

® Internet Page Editor for Journal of

EAHIL

Awards
® Albert Sézary Price & Laureat in

October, 2000 from the French National
Academy of Medicine

resource guide on the Internet. - Bulletin
of the Medical Library Association 2001;
July;89(3) 297-301

® Thirion B, Darmoni SJ. - Simplified
access to MeSH Tree Structures on
CISMeF. - Bulletin of the Medical
Library Association 1999; Oct;
87(4):480-1

® Darmoni SJ, Thirion B. - A Standard
M etadata Scheme for Health Resources -
JAMIA Journal of the American Medicd
Informatics Association 2000; Jan-
Feb;7(1):108-109

Plans for EAHIL
® Try to enhance the European identity and
specificity of EAHIL,
® Offer a better visibility of European

® EAHIL Prix D'Honneur winner in 2002 Projects in the medical librarians' areas
Publications Benoit Thirion
® Thirion B, Loosli G, Douyere M, Rouen University Hospital
Darmoni SJ. Metadata element set in a Benoit. Thirion@chu-rouen.fr
quality-controlled subject gateway: a Benoit_Thirion@yahoo.fr
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News from our Association

EAHIL 2006 ELECTIONS

South Europe

Joanna Venieri -
Greece

Curriculum Vitae

| was born on July
22th 1967 in Athens,
Greece. | have a
Bachelor degree in
Law from the University of Athensfrom 1991
and | have studied Classica music in Athens.
In 1995 | founded the SBC-Scientific &
Biomedical Information Centre. My
experience and speciality for Information
Science is Databases and Information
Retrieval, and | aim to graduate with a Masters
Degree at the end of the 2007 from the
University of South Florida.

From 1995 till the present day, SBC, which is
a non profit Institution, has developed into a
large electronic library in Greece with 6.500
online journals, 25 databases and many books

in the area of Biomedicine, Social Sciences
(especially in Management and Health Care
Management) and Chemistry providing Health
Information to students, doctors and others
Academicians. | am trying to organize a Greek
Consortium for Medical or Special Libraries
and | would like your support for this.

Plans for EAHIL

| would like EAHIL to play a more educational
role in Health Information. |1 would suggest to
form an Academy of Heath Information
Professionals with postgraduate programs in
collaboration with other Organizations. | think
that EAHIL can become an even bigger forcein
Health Information for Librariesand Librarians.
In the future | would like there to be an EAHIL
meeting here in Greece.

Joanna Venieri

SBC - Scientific & Biomedica
Information Centre

Kallithea, Greece
info@sbcnet.gr

Enrica Veronesi -
Italy

Career

| have worked at the
Library of Faculty of
Medicine and Surgery
- University of Brescia
Medical library from
1984-2006 and | be-

7 )

came responsible for the Library in 1989.

Professional Interests
® From 1998-2005 member of the GIDIF-
RBM  Board (Gruppo Italiano
Documentalisti Industria Farmaceutica
Ricerca Bio-Medica)
® [nvolved in various Italian collaborative
projects and systems based on collective

catalogue and DD, e-journals and data
base subscriptions such as:

SBBL http://www.sbbl.it;

GIDIF-RBM  http://www.gidif-rbm.it/;
NILDE http://nilde.bo.cnr.it/;

Cilea Digital Library http://cdl.cilea.it/;
SBN http://opac.sbn.it/index.html.

Plans for EAHIL

| wish to contribute to the dissemination of
EAHIL initiatives to Italian colleagues,
encouraging them to participate and debate in
the evolution of the profession.

Enrica Veronesi
ViaM.D'Azieglio, n.3
25128 Brescia, Italy
everones@med.unibs.it
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News from our Association

EAHIL 2006 ELECTIONS

East Europe

Meile Kretaviciene -
Lithuania

Activities and projects

® member of the Executive

Board insevera Lithuanian

Academic Library Network
(LABT) projectsin Lithuania:

® creation of Lithuanian ETD IS,
Lithuanian Academic Virtual Library,
Lithuanian scientific publications DB,
and Lithuanian e-publishing project

® Since 2003 leader in the new Library of
the Kaunas University of Medicine
building project: planning, building,
implementation of new library
technologies

® 2000-2004 Co-organizer with the Nordic
Library Association SMH in a Nordic-
Baltic partnership program Transfer of
Knowledge

® organized several courses on Health
Information Search during 2000-2005
for health specialists

® prepared and published Web-based
training material for medical librarians
and physicians and presented papers at a

number of national and international
conferences and workshops on health
information

Membership

® 1993 - Head of the World Heath
Organization Documentation Centre at
the KMU

® 1998 1st co-opted EAHIL member,
currently 2nd EAHIL Vice-President

® 2000-2005 President of the Association
of Lithuanian Academic Libraries

® 2000 - Board member of the Lithuanian
Research Libraries Consortium

® 1998 - Board member of the NAHMI

® 2000 - Board member of the Baltic
Association of the Medical Libraries

® Member of IPC for EAHIL Workshops
in Oslo and Krakow

Plans for EAHIL
® to act at EAHIL as a contact person for
relations with Medical librarians in
Former Soviet Union, Eastern European
and new EU countries and seek new
contacts and new members.

Meile Kretaviciene
Library of Kaunas University of Medicine
meille@KMU.LT

East Europe

Marta, Viragos -
Hungary

Current position
Presently Director of the
National and University
Library of the University
of Debrecen. Academic
experience - teaching
information storage and retrieval and Internet
services at the University of Debrecen.

Functions and activities
Active in several professiona organizations
she has been
® Vice President of the Hungarian Medical
Library Association
® President of the University Library
Directors Committee,
® Vice-President of the Library and
Informatics Association, Hungary.
Professional Interests
Since 1988 she has been a member of the
European Association for Health Information
and Libraries, of which she was elected
member of the Executive Board in 2000. Sheis
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News from our Association

EAHIL 2006 ELECTIONS

now Internal Communications Officer as well
as a member of the Journa Editorial Board.
She organized the 1997 EAHIL Workshop in
Budapest and has been a member of several
EAHIL conference IPCs. She has given several
lectures at international conferences and
published two books and 20 papers

Plans for EAHIL

| would like to continue my work for EAHIL in
two domains. Firstly, | would like to strengthen

my Hungarian colleagues membership in the
Association and secondly to promote
collaboration among Central European
Medical Librariesin European library projects.

Marta Viragos
University Library of the
University of Debrecen, Hungary

Giovanna.Miranda@sanofi-aventis.com

East Europe
loana Robu - Romania

Current position

® Director of the Central
Library of the University
of Medicine and Pharmacy
of Cluj-Napoca, Romania

Functions and activities

® President of the Medical Section of the
Romanian Association of Educationa
Libraries

® Coordinator of the Information and
Documentation chapter within the EU
project for the Management of
Romanian Medical Universities

® Cunningham Fellow of the MLA - 4
months experience in USA medical
libraries - 1997

Professional Interests
® development of web technology and
research of the emerging tools (cf. Robu
I, Robu V, Thirion B. An introduction to
the Semantic Web for health sciences
librarians. JMed Libr Assoc. 2006 April;
94(2): 198-205

® bibliometrics, with the aim of improving
medical scientific publication in
Romania. Improving standards in the
scientific biomedical community in
Romania by using journal ranking to

improve journal quality (Health
Information and Libraries Journa 2001;
18: 91-98)

® creation of the Romanian medical
database RoBiblioMed - coordinator of
this project

Plans for EAHIL
® promote EAHIL among the community
of health science librarians of East
European countries, and consequently
encourage a more active participation of
this community in the EAHIL projects
and activities
® contribute to EAHIL in playing aleading
role in the setting of professional
standards in medical librarianship at a
European level, thus implicitly helping
improve these standards in East
European countries.

loana Robu

Central Library

University of Medicine and Pharmacy
Cluj-Napoca, Romania
irobu@umfcluj.ro
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News from our Association

EAHIL 2006 ELECTIONS

West Europe

., Tony McSean - UK

Career

® 2004 - 2006: Director

of Library Relations,

Elsevier

| @ 1989 - 2004: Director of

e the  British  Medical
Association Library

® 1974 - 1989: University and National
library postsin the UK and Ireland

Professional Interests

1993 - member of the EAHIL Board (President
1993-4 and 2001-2, Secretary 1996-2000,
Treasurer 2002-3, currently Chair of the
Certification Working Party)

1995 - member of Library Association and
Cilip Council (1997-2000 Board member and
chair of Enterprise Board, 2006 - date Board
member and chair of Cilip Council)

Chair of ICML 2000, which incorporated the
EAHIL conference

Plans for EAHIL

Since 1993 | have been a member of the
EAHIL Board and have worked hard to make
EAHIL afinancially stable organization which
understands the needs of its members and
supports the professional development of
health librarians throughout Europe. | have
been concerned with many fundamental
changes in EAHIL's structures and operations,
including the introduction of EAHIL
workshops and the organisation's restructuring
and move from Brussels to the Netherlands.
Most recently, as Treasurer, | was responsible
for working through the financial and statutory
implications of the abolition of subscriptions
and the change to virtual status. My present
responsibility is to chair the working party
which will bring to the 2006 annual meeting a
proposal to establish a system of professional
certification and recognition for experienced
health librarians in Europe.

If elected | will support the new President in her
work, and will contribute to the many issuesand
changes facing EAHIL and health information
professionals over the next four years.

Tony McSean
Elsevier, London
T.mcsean@el sevier.com
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News from our Association

EAHIL 2006 ELECTIONS

West Europe

Friedhelm
Germany

Rump -

Curriculum Vitae

® studied Mineralogy /

Geochemistry at  the

Universities of Giessen

and Goettingen 1969-

1978; PhD 1978

® worked at Gottingen University Library
1979-1980

® |ibrary training at Gottingen University
Library and Library School in Cologne

1980-1982

® worked at Gottingen Municipa Archives
1983-1985

® Subject specialist for science at

Stuttgart-Hohenheim University Library
1985-1989 (Deputy Librarian 1988)

® Head librarian at the Library of the
Veterinary School (now University) of
Hannover since 1990

Activities

® Head of examination board for library
assistants in Lower Saxony 1992-1997

® Head of the Lower Saxonian Council for
Library Affairs to the Minister of
Science and Culture 1996-1997

® Council member for theinstallation of an
integrated library system for seven

German states 1997; EAHIL-member
since 1994

® SIG "European Veterinary Libraries
Group" Treasurer 1994-2006, speaker
2004 to date

® Project-coordinator of the "(German)
Virtual Library of Veterinary Medicine
and General Parasitology" since 2001

® Member of steering-committee (now
coordination-board) and workgroups
"marketing” and "BioMed" (speaker) of
vascoda (German science gateway)

Professional interests
Utilization of new technica devices; internet
resources, search-engine-technology

Plans for EAHIL
In addition to Board duties: playing an active
rolein

® enhancing members' Internet- and search
skills (possibly as part of an EAHIL-
competence-group)

® PR and marketing of EAHIL

Friedhelm Rump

Stiftung Tieraerztliche

Hochschule Hannover Bibliothek
Hannover
Friedhelm.Rump@tiho-hannover.de
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News from our Colleagues

News from MLA

MLA '06 Phoenix, Arizona
Members will gather in
Phoenix this year for the
premier event of the year -
the Annual Meeting. The
International Visitors Re-
ception will be held on
Sunday evening 6-7pm and
is dways a lovely event. If
you are attending MLA, do
not miss this opportunity to meet the MLA Board
members, members of the International
Cooperation Section, the 2006 Cunningham
Fellow, as well as attendies from all over the
world.

Cunningham Fellow

Hanne Casperson, Medical Librarian, State and
University Library/Aarhus, Denmark, is the
MLA 2006 Cunningham Fellow. As many of you
will know, the Medical Library is new as of
2000, and she and a small team of people helped
establish it. Before that it was integrated in the
State and University Library. Hanne works with
courses for the students, searching medical
databases and providing workshops for staff at
the hospital in various departments. She does
interlibrary loan as well, and uses PubMed and
LoansomeDoc in her work. She will be at NLM
Monday April 17-Friday April 21, and will
attend PubMed training, learn about Clinical
trials.gov and the Gateway, and have overviews
of many program areas including al of those in
Library Operations. NLM staff are looking
forward to meeting her.

MLA Open Access Survey

MLA's Scholarly Publishing Task Force
monitors issues, policies, and trends emerging in
the scientific, technical, and medical (STM)
publishing market, especialy those relating to
open and public access. The task force is
assessing how these trends and policies in
scholarly publication directly impact biomedical
libraries and will recommend new programs,
special initiatives, and other activities that MLA

should pursue to support the various needs of
MLA members. During April, MLA is
conducting an online Open Access Survey,
asking MLA members to respond to questions
concerning their view of scholarly publishing
and how open access might change their library's
policies related to journal subscriptions.
Questions also inquire about educational
programs the libraries are conducting now, and
what MLA might do to assist their member
libraries. Look for the findings from the survey
in the summer.

Hurricane Katrina Relief Efforts

Slowly libraries are recovering for the disastrous
Hurricane Katrinathat hit 5 states last August. As
reported in the last issue, MLA established a
Medical Library Disaster Relief fund to assist
members and libraries had been affected by
Hurricane Katrina. Nine librarians from
Louisiana applied for and received an MLA
award to attend MLA '06 in Phoenix. This fund
has also been awarded for library equipment.

Through the efforts of one library, The West
Virginia University Health Sciences Library-
Morgantown, duplicate medical journals have
been collected for libraries impacted by
Hurricane Katrina. The available issues have
been posted on the MLANET Hurricane Katrina
portal so that libraries can easily request the
journal issues they need.

Personal Note

| have enjoyed being the MLA representative to
EAHIL for five years. On March 31, 2006 |
retired from the National Library of Medicine,
and MLA will appoint a new representative for a
new three year term at its Board meeting in May.
| hope to see many of my EAHIL colleagues in
Cluj-Napoca in September.

Eve-Marie Lacroix
MLA Representative to EAHIL
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What is Health Technology Assessment?

Health Technology Assessment (HTA) is a
multidisciplinary field that seeks to inform
health policy makers by using the best
scientific evidence on the medical, social,
economic and ethical implications of
investments in health care.! These healthcare
"investments" or technologies include drugs,
devices, medical and surgical procedures used
in health care, as well as measures for the
prevention and rehabilitation of disease, and
the organisational and support systems in
which health care is provided.® HTA is an
evolving and maturing field and many HTA
agencies and associated organizations have
only emerged in the last decade or two. Some
of the better-known organizations include the
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
(AHRQ - www.ahrg.gov), the National
Ingtitute for Health and Clinical Excellence
(NICE - www.nice.org.uk), and the German
Institute of Medical Documentation and
Information (DIMDI - www.dimdi.de).

Evidence is the underlying basis of any HTA.
HTA is the synthesis of many pieces of
information from many different sources,?
including published and grey literature,
experts, patient groups, and manufacturers.
HTA uses explicit analytical frameworks

drawing from a variety of methods,® thereby
providing a credible and transparent evidence
base on which to make decisions.

Providing this evidence base requires the
participation of a skilled and knowledgeable
information specialist (I1S). In the most
successful HTAS, the IS is part of the HTA
team from the beginning. He or she
participates in all aspects of the project,
including protocol development, literature
searching, critical appraisal, information
management, report writing and review, and
publication. The ISs role in HTA can be
methodologically and practically challenging.
In support of this, information specialists work
together at the local, national and international
level to share and develop best practice for
undertaking HTA; the HTAI Vorta
(www.htai.org/vortal) and the Search Filter
Resource (www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/intertasc
/index.htm) which are described in this theme
issue of the Journal of EAHIL, provide
tangible examples of output from this effort.

Becky Skidmore,
beckys@cadth.ca
Janette Boynton
Janette.Boynton@nhshealthquality.org

t About HTA. Stockholm: International Network of Agencies for Health Technology Assessment; 20057 Available:
http://www.inahta.org/inahta_web/index.asp

% ChanlL, Callins S, Topfer LA. Health technology assessment on the Net: a guide to Internet sources of information.
7th ed. Edmonton: Alberta Heritage Foundation for Medical Research; 2005. Available:
http://www.ahfmr.ab.calhta/hta-publications/infopapers/I nternet_sources_of _information.pdf

® Glossary. In: Goodman CM, editor. HTA 101: introduction to Health Technology Assessment. Bethesda (MD):
National Information Services on Heath Services Research and Health Care Technology; 2004. Available:
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/nichsr/htal01/ta101014.html
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HTAI Vortal

The Information Resources Group (IRG) of
Health Technology Assessment International
(HTAI) has begun development of a
comprehensive, accessible vortal  of
international  HTA information resources
(www.htai.org/vortal). The first phase of the
vortal includes the compilation of HTA web
resources in a variety of subject areas. A
preliminary version, largely developed by one
IRG member, was released in spring 2005.

Content and design is now being reviewed,
verified and expanded by volunteer subject
experts recruited from the international
community viathe IRG listserv. These experts
identify relevant resources, write user-friendly
descriptions and assign keywords. One IRG
member edits and coordinates content,
updating others regularly via the listserv.
Twenty-one volunteers from seven countries
are currently contributing to the vortal.
Additional volunteers will be recruited from
the broader HTAI community.

Users access resources in the vortal via a
keyword search facility or an expandable list
of categories. Clicking the resource reveals its
URL and description. The next phase of
development will include focused usability
testing, using HTA end-users as participants, to
ensure that content is relevant and that the site
is user-friendly. Federated searching
(simultaneous web/database searching across
defined resources) is also being explored.
Later phases may incorporate member-only
services, virtua reference, or blogs.

The IRG received seed funding from the
National Library of Medicine and Veterans
Affairs Technology Assessment Program for
this project. Ongoing web support is provided
by the HTAI Secretariat.

Becky Skidmore, Chair, IRG

Information Specialist

Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies
in Health (CADTH), Ottawa
beckys@cadth.ca

The ISSG Search Filters Resource

Information professionals probably create
search strategies on an amost daily basis.
Many of us are no doubt trying to create the
same strategies as our neighbours. The recent
boom in published search filters may be a
recognition that this duplicate effort is going
on, and represents information professionals
desires to minimise duplication, to provide
well-researched tools and to enhance
consistent searching for their customers. It also
reflects the fact that there are now only a few

widely used search interfaces - meaning that
investing time in designing a search filter has
the potential to be beneficial to alarge number
of interface users.

Search filters are collections of search terms
designed to retrieve selections of records.
Filters may be designed to retrieve records
of research using a specific study design
such as randomised controlled trials or by
topic or by some other feature of the
research question.
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Search filters may be designed to maximise
sensitivity (or recall), so that as many
potentially relevant records as possible are
retrieved, or to maximise precision.
Precision-maximising filters seek to reduce
the number of irrelevant records that may
need to be assessed in the search for relevant
records.

The selection of a search filter should be an
informed decision. Before choosing to use a
filter we want to know its purpose, its scope,
its strengths and weaknesses, and whether it
will really benefit our customers. The
information we need to decide whether to use
afilter hinges on the methods used to compile
the filter. The methods should be clearly
described by the filter's authors and we should
make a critical assessment of those methods
before use.

Search filters have also become known,
unhelpfully, as 'quality filters. Search filters
are rarely quality filters and the search results
from all filters will inevitably need to be
assessed against a customer's requirements and
against measures of quality. All search filters
and all search strategies are compromises and
an assessment of the performance of filters for
specific purposes should be made.

These issues, along with the growing number
of published filters, have led to the
development of a new information resource.
Information professionals working in research
groups within England and Scotland providing

technology assessments to the National
Institute for Health and Clinica Excellence
(NICE) identified both the advantages and the
limitations of search filters. These information
professionals, the InterTASC Information
Specialists Sub-Group (ISSG), and their guest
participants (for a list please see appendix 1),
agreed to collaborate on a joint venture to
identify, collate and critique published search
filters. The first two stages of the project have
progressed well and a web site has been
created  (http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd
/intertasc/index.htm) with citations and links
to many published methodological filters. The
next stages of the collaboration are for the
collaboratorsto assess the quality of the search
filters, and to test out filter performance in
their own work supporting technology
assessments and other evidence syntheses.

Quality assessment will include the
examination of arange of factors which might
contribute to the reliability of the filter.
Contributions on the performance (sensitivity
and precision) of search filters will include
retrospective analyses by contributors of how
well individual search filters performed in
retrieving known relevant studies in individual
evidence syntheses. This assessment will
necessarily be retrospective, at the end of
projects. However, conducting a series of such
analyses will build up a picture of the overall
performance of filters across a range of
research types and subject areas.

The scope of the ISSG resource is published
filters of interest to researchers producing
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health technology assessments. Filters are
usually published for a specific database
interface. Often these filters are 'trandated' or
adapted to run on different interfaces to the
database. Links to known '‘trandations are
offered.

To avoid potential duplication of effort, and to
encourage testing and use of new filters, the
site also offers detail of research in progress,
and known completed but as yet unpublished
filters. Other information retrieval research
such as reviews of search filters is also
offered.

The ISSG welcomes comments on the
usefulness of the information presented so far
(email: jmgl@york.ac.uk). We would also
like to learn about filter research in progress. If
you are engaged in search filter research and
would be willing to tell us more, so that we can
record your information on the site, please tell
us using the email above.

The search filter siteisa collaborative venture.
We welcome more collaborators. In particular
there is real scope for contributions from
collaborating individuals and teams willing to
test search filter performance on completion of
aresearch project, and to provide performance
information to the website. With wider
collaboration the resource has the potential to
offer valuable insights in filter performance
and make searching as part of hedth care
research more evidence based.

Appendix 1.

ISSG members include:

® HSRU, Aberdeen University

® ScHARR, University of Sheffield

® CRD, University of York

® West Midlands Health Technology
Assessment Collaboration, University of
Birmingham

® Liverpool Reviews and Implementation
Group, University of Liverpool

® SHTAC, University of Southampton

Guest participants include
® Andrew Booth, SCHARR, University of

Sheffield
® Janette Boynton, Louise Foster and
Karen Macpherson, NHS Quality

Improvement Scotland

® Ruth Frankish, Hasina Shaikh and
colleagues, NICE

® Moira Napper,
University

® Carol Lefebvre, UK Cochrane Centre,
Oxford

HERU, Aberdeen

Julie Glanville

On behalf of the

InterTASC Information
Speciaists Sub-Group (I1SSG)
jmgl@york.ac.uk

16 JOURNAL OF THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR HEALTH INFORMATION AND LIBRARIES, VOL. 2 (2)



THEME ISSUE - HEALTH
TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT
The HTA database: A History and Description

The HTA database: A History and Description

Abstract: This article provides a brief history of the origin of the Health
Technology Assessment (HTA) database, describing its content and how the
| database is produced and maintained, and how the content is disseminated. It
then gives a brief look into the future direction of the database.

History of the Health Technology Assessment database

The Health Technology Assessment (HTA) database is produced by the Centre for Reviews and
Dissemination (CRD) at the University of York, in collaboration with the International Network
of Agenciesfor HTA (INAHTA).

In the mid-1990s, HTA, although not exactly a new field, was certainly a booming one. More and
more organi zations around the world were becoming involved in HTA, and it was evident that the
output of HTA reports was only going to increase over time. This crucial and interesting phase
of international HTA development was an idea time to start a database capturing and
disseminating all these reports. This database would alow the mutual communication and
sharing of HTA work between organisations and with potential researchers and health care
providers. Rather than scan the individual websites of numerous separate organisations, asingle
database would enable searching via one portal, a huge time saving for busy information
professionals, researchers and decision makers.

CRD proposed such a database to its funders, to be produced and promoted by the CRD. The
proposal was accepted and the HTA database came into existence. Production and promotion of
access to the HTA database now forms one of CRD's core targets and is funded by the English
Department of Health.

INAHTA at that time had an embryonic set of bibliographic details for those HTA reports their
members were involved in, and the existing CRD databases (DARE and NHS EED) were scanned
for HTA reports. These formed the base for the HTA database which was launched in 1998.

What the database contains

The HTA database contains bibliographic details of ongoing projects and completed reports from
37 current INAHTA organisations, 19 current non-INAHTA organisations, and also the archive
reports of 5 defunct organisations. The HTA database is unusual amongst biomedical databases
inthat it includes both details of ongoing projects and completed reports. Thisiskey tothe CRD's
remit of promoting access to research evidence: the details of ongoing projects can prove just as
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useful to researchers and healthcare providers as details of completed reports in terms of
generating options to collaborate and allowing projects to be postponed pending publication of
research.

As of 18th April 2006, the HTA database held the bibliographic details of 5718 records. 802
ongoing projects and 4916 completed reports.
.0 Dunabiss - DRE. M E C, 1T Darnabid - Mcroasts bammus Dphoner =] Researchrecorded onthe
: e . - * HTA database may be
&~ O HdtS—dr— 234 »H=ES
| r—prr—rT—— =q. .= Oneof arange of types.
Chagler B s - o | s [ erm - By s - Fares by g for example systematic
”!-i | . revie\_/vs, _ overviews,
ceiie b Paoas ) Joai i © Questionnaires,  cost-
effectiveness  studies,
clinical trials. CRD
- Bolknrd Mk, s, o Lk B produces two other
A e L) databases, the Database
. of  Abstracts  of
Reviews of Effects
e i e T g (DARE) and the NHS
e (i e Economic Evaluation
T | iR Database (NHS EED).
st Rl These databases critique
e —o == * HTA systematic re-
views and economic
evaluations so there may be some overlap between the databases, with some HTA reports
appearing on DARE and/or NHS EED as well as on the HTA database. Quality inclusion criteria
are not applied to reports or projects on the HTA database (unlike DARE and NHS EED).
However, all records come from internationally recognised HTA organisations that operate on a
not-for-profit basis.
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Production of the database

Information given about ongoing projects is confined to the title of the project, organisation
undertaking the project and where possible National Library of Medicine Medical Subject
Headings (MeSH). The amount of information provided for finished reports varies from basic
bibliographic details to a citation plus a full abstract including objectives, methods, results, cost
information where appropriate and conclusions. These abstract details will have been taken from
the original document or its summary. The abstracts are not analytic or written by an external
body. Permission has been granted by all organisations whose publications or projects are on the
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HTA database for CRD to use their bibliographic records and abstracts. However, copyright on
the records remains with the publishing organisation.

Links to the URL of original publications are provided where possible, but if thisis not feasible,
alink to the organisation's website is provided instead. Indexing is provided for al reports using
MeSH, but not for al projects; we advise that researchers do not rely on MeSH alone when
searching the database.

New items are regularly added to the HTA database. Staff at CRD scan the websites of 56 HTA
organisations for new HTA publications, as well as scanning the HTA literature. In addition to
this, every six months the INAHTA secretariat passes on a list of new reports and projects
provided by their member organisations. They will also notify the production team at CRD of
completed projects and any corrections to existing records on the database. Organisations can
submit details of their publications and projects directly, either via a proforma available on the
CRD website or by emailing an attachment with record details to CRD. This combination of
approaches allows for flexibility for submitting organisations, and also for currency in the
database: the turnaround particularly from new reports appearing on an individual HTA website
to those details being available on the HTA database is usually very rapid.

Disseminating the database

The HTA database, along with DARE
and NHS EED, isan important part of
the CRD's remit of providing

Records added to the HTA database

1;88: research-based information about the
1000 effects of interventions used in health
800 and socia care. All three databases
ggg: are widely promoted at a variety of
2001 conferences, in publications and on
0-+== R the CRD website. Linksto the HTA

N © M~ © O © ™ N O T 1 O . .
22 3 2 33 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 database are kindly provided on the

™ T ™ ™ ™ (N &N N N N N N

INAHTA website, and on the
individual websites of some HTA
organisations.

Year

All three of the CRD databases form part of the Cochrane Library suite of databases, where they
can be searched individually or as part of a general Cochrane Library search. They are also part
of those sources searched via Turning Research Into Practice (TRIP). These particular databases
offer the advantage of alowing users to use a single interface to interrogate a range of related
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databases. However, searching viathe CRD website is aways the most current way to search the
database.

There is an HTA database mailing list. It is possible to join the mailing list using a proforma on
the CRD website. Details of new additions to the database are sent out monthly, as well as any
other items of news such as new organisations being added to the database, or tips on searching.
There are currently approximately 400 individuals on the mailing list, and the roll cal is truly
international, with members from Europe, Israel, Australia, New Zealand, Brazil, Panama, South
Africa, Maaysia, Taiwan, Thailand, and India. Regular bulletins of HTA database news are also
sent to members of the INAHTA mailing list.

FITE abn i 10T - sdormies Wawmeie Copleree =3 The importance of
SRR T e " searching grey literature
S~ gy pr— Ty - when embarking on
S i Eomr el AR T e et . Health  Technology
LB Assessment research is
| W Centre Por Sevicon and Dissemrat acknowledged'. HTA
L e i reports can be defined
PR it bt e ot e ' Tt as items of grey
A T T A o (T 1 T g S literature:  they are
Tarins R rmEem e by e T Trrbti e s 1 e ey et e e usually pl’OdUCGd by
HE e - 1
Pk S government-sponsored
| S e i S e S organisations and pub-
T, lished by non-
e il L] P commercia publishers’.
e The HTA database is
el e L . _ recommended as the
£r= mie= ~ best place to find grey

literature relating to health technology assessment®. Inclusion on searching checklists produced
by international HTA bodies also indicate that the HTA database is a useful resource.

Future developments

In April 2006 CRD signed an agreement with Update Software to provide a new web interface
for al of its databases. Thiswill improve the look and functionality of the databases, and allow
usersto set their own preferences and to download larger record sets. This exciting devel opment
for all CRD databases is expected to go live in summer 2006.
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A new organisation is about to be added to the HTA database: Adelaidde HTA (AHTA). Thisjoins
two recent additions: ECRI and WorksafeBC. Staff at CRD who work on the HTA database are
constantly on the alert for new HTA organisations, and recommendations from other individuals
or organisations are always welcome.

Comments or feedback on the HTA database are much appreciated; we are aways striving to improve
and enhance the database for its users. Please address all commentsto: Jo Akers- jmd7@york.ac.uk

Jo Akers

Information Officer,
Centrefor

Reviews and Dissemination,
University of York

WebPages mentioned in this article

HTA database http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/crddatabases.htm

Centre for Reviews and Dissemination http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/
INAHTA http://www.inahta.org/

To submit details of an HTA report http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/hfag7.htm
Join the HTA mailing list http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/htamail .htm

HTA database FAQs http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/hfag.htm

Cochrane Library http://www.thecochranelibrary.com

Turning Research Into Practice http://www.tripdatabase.com
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NEWS FROM CLUJ, ROMANIA

10" EAHIL Conference 2006
Report of the IPC Meeting in Cluj

Report on the Meeting of the International Program Committee of the 2006 EAHIL
Conference in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, 2-3 March 2006

IPC meeting in Cluj Medical Library

The 10th EAHIL Conference will be held
on September 11-16, 2006, in Cluj-
Napoca, Romania. The members of the
Cluj International Programme Committee
chaired by Benoit Thirion, Eva Alopaeus
(Sweden), Manuela Colombi (Italy),
Maurella Della Seta (Italy), Patricia Flor
(Norway), Tony McSean (UK), Barbara
Niedzwiedzka (Poland), Jarmila
Potomkov  (Czech Republic), Marta
Viragos, (Hungary) and EAHIL President
Arne Jakobsson, visited Cluj-Napoca to
inspect the conference site and discuss the
final scientific programme of the
conference. Sally Wood-Lamont and
loana Robu greeted those present.

loana Robu distributed the Abstracts with reviewer's comments and marks to the group. It was
decided that there would be 6 plenary sessions and 20 parellel sessions. First the |PC agreed about
the plenary session papers. Secondly the group evaluated the abstracts according to themes and
took into consideration the reviewers scores and comments. Lastly oral papers were chosen for

plenary sessions.

Before lunch the International Program
Committee inspected the prospective sites
of the conference. The venue of the
conference will be the University of
Babes-Bolyai's Collegium Academicum.
The conference building houses a very
impressive theatre-hall with a seating
capacity of 800. Threelarge seminar rooms
are available to accommodate the paralel
sessions. Separate rooms will be available
for the Board and Council meetings, and
specia groups can aso hold their meetings
in these premises. The Collegium
Academicum Foyer will serve as the
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exibition area. A separate internet room will be made available for the duration of the conference.
Asto the meals, two restaurants on the campus will be made available for the delegates.

Regarding the continuing education courses, the new Medica Informatics building of the Cluj
University of Medicine and Pharmacy will house the courses. The Medical University is within
walking distance from the city centre. It was agreed that special guides will help the delegates to
find their way to the continuing education courses’ location.

In the afternoon the Committee worked on the allocation of papers to Parallel Sessions where
Manuela Colombi's vast experience assisted us greatly. Later loana and Sally took the group to
dinner to a very nice restaurant where the IPC members were able to meet the local teachers of
the Continuing Education Courses.

In the second day's program the discussion of the Empowerment Sessions was continued. Eva
Alopaeus and Patricia Flor gave a detailed report, which was followed by the discussion of the
evaluation criteria of the prizes for Best Oral/Poster presentations. The IPC then finalised the
Scientific Programme which will be published in May 2006 on the site and in the Journal.

It was decided that there would be two
categories of fees set for the conference to
help the medical librarians of developing
countries in Eastern Europe to help them
attend the conference in larger numbers. It
was also announced that 30 Euros of the
respective individual conference fees will
go to the EAHIL Association. The
representatives of the Program Committee
and the EAHIL Board found that Cluj-
Napocais an attractive urban environment
(pop. about 350.000) and will be an ideal
conference site. The members of the
visiting group are grateful to Sally and
loana for their outstanding hospitality.

Evening at the Roata restaurant in Cluyj

Marta Viragos

University Library

of the University of Debrecen
Giovanna.Miranda@sanofi-aventis.com
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Planning and goals
Edurabonal appraach
{antonk

Infarmation desgn

¢ Web design
» Tesling
o Imglementation of Te finished product



Tithe of Course: . Megotiating Best Prices and Service for Electronic Jowrnal Access
Curation: Half-day course
Les iz Lo Paul Harwood, Conlenil Complele Lid.
phraresood ) con len lemple Lecom
CaralynAlderson, Conbenl Comglels Lid.
CaldarsamBeamanicomplelsa. com

Elographles
Paul trained A% a libmenan and spent s yaars warkng in libranas batore

jnining 3K in a sales and markebng mlke. He worked for Swets and
Zeitlinger for foutcen years and bebaeon 1994 and ANE was the
KManapging Derectar af the Company n the UK and incland. Cuning his last
year o Swels, he was responsible for the Company's global Consortiz
arid Mulli-Sile Services Team, belping academic consorliz and global
corporalions braker eleclromns deals wilh scholaly publishers.

Carolyn has Dean in @e saials information induslry since 1838, She
Iinad Comtant Complate L in Aprl 2004 g2 Contant Magotiabor. Since
joining  Contant  Completa, Carolyn's work hes revolved  angund
nagotiating prafarantial accass rahas and Icensing farms with publishars
nn heshalf of NESLE2, IRel and far the mapar phamanai@cal conporation
GlamSmshkline.

Couwrse description

This Cowrse s desipned (o help libranians and information prolessonaks
in Frardling megolialions wilh eoline joumal pulilefers and is based on Be
experiancas of e workshog leaders n nesgolaling with pubishars an
Esahall of acadamis conedrlia ard miulG-ailesd glabal corparationg amd a range of othear chants
in B publc and private sachars. The workzhap adapis 8 chronolgical and systematic
epproach b tha prosass of negofiating with publishers from idanttication of the confant 1o
b licensad through to post-rapotiabnon ssues and sardce ilimant, | incudes some
practical Reancises and groun wiork

The warkshop will be af interest not only 1o those indviduals just sefting-out on the
negoliations path bul also to those who wish o benchmark their own negoliabing sirategies
ard apgiraact williolhers.

Tithe of Course.  Managing e-journsls

Duration: Hall-day couras

Lacharars: Anne Gry Skennaord
Libramy of Medicing and Health Sciencas, D5k, Monssy
A . skrnnond g, e, no

Biography L .
Anny Gry Skonnord gqualified o= a libranan in 1985, She has worked wilh
e-poumials @l the ibrary of Medicine and Heallh Scenoss, Unineersity of
Ok, Morveay, sirda 2007 .

Cosurss Gascription

Evary lBrary i5 daaling with tha daly managamant of an increasing
numiher of alcimnic joumaks: how does one Start? This coursa 15 aimad
at lihramans with Ittle or mo expenienoe with e-joumal management.




Tite of Course: How To Eat &in Elephant - or = How to Keep Your Audicnoe Awalke

Curation: Full Day Course - Lunch Included

L loamers: Eve Holli=s
BSc. MCLIP. HOC NHS Trusl, Qxford
ehollEfigwimailirZ ox.ac.uk

Raonald vam Diesn
Ingrassus BY, F000 CH Reftardanm
resi N b En g Ingrassus. Nl

Biographias

Eve Huollis brgan her bbrary career as a librany assetnt at the Kuffcld
Orihopaedic Centre, Oxford. Since 1996 she has been the Library Sonvioes
hManaper. Learming never stops and she has attended numenus seminars,
workshopes, conferences and rarings. and she hars found thal most ol them,
while mlereding in conlenl are vssly profoundly dull o sil brough, oflen
lading b allemoon sncosss. Lesaming should stat as fun in the nursary and
contins 0 De enjoyed when discusang one's pension. Inbemsaticnal
programg Coimmithees 100 savsaral aonferances. and workehops

Ronald van Disdn completad Library Schonl in 14984, Sinca than ha has
waorked as the head of scveral medical and psychiatnic libranes. Co-
founder af the: Gentral Cataloguae of Hospital Libranes in the Metherdands.
hez i former chair of the Dwich Medical Library Associaton (MYBBMI). In
1988 he became General Manager of EBESCO the Nethedands. Snce
2001 hie has worked as a medical library consul ant for Ingressus. He s
slirrmlabed and molnvaled by sharing deas, esperiences and knowledge
weith allwr lBrary professionals.

Abstract

How o woul aat an alephant? Ona shes aba tima! Tha sama appiles 30 digashng cfcul o
iniderstand or boring infomaban - ane hit at a times. infomabon oeerioad in presentations
will only lead ta indigessan. failure o understand. and a domng audicnoe. This course will
he=lp the atiendees o put fogether presentatbions of difficult or bonng matenal and make it
mare inkeresting. It will gree tips on lechnigue, do's and don'ts, and ways of keeping an
audience mbenesied and awake.

Tille of Courgs.  PubMed and other relevant NLM resouwurces

Duration: Hall-day couras

Lacharars: Astrid Mullar,
Library of Medicing and Health Sclancas, Linhearsiy of Cislo, Moreay
ashrid midlenfub uio.ne

Bicgraphy

Axtrid Muller = libranan &t the Library of Medicine and Health Sciences.
University of Oslo, Nomsy. In addiion to giving courses in Pubfded, she =
alse webmasler of her brary and poesticipant in e libary podal progecl of
U Univarsly ol Clso Libiary.

Course deascriplion

This course k& daskgnad tor saerchars who would like 8 refrashar or an
pdate on fhe nawast in Pubbdad and want 1o sepand thair knostedps on
Publiad semvines such as bMaSH databasa, Clindesl Dissnes, LnkChd sn
relabed resowrces ncludng TOXKNET, the MLM Gateway and Gidbedling. (Molecuar
datahascs ae notinduded inthe course)
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EUROPE: A3 AN OQOPEN BOOK

EXHIBITORS HALL

The exhibllor's hall will be one of the local points
of the conference.

Situated in the foyar of tha Colegium Academicum,
where the Registration and Information desk will also be,
the 16 reserved booths will offer a wealth of information
on curran! innavation in the field of medical libradanship.

The coffeeftea breaks will also take place here providing
a bustling and atmospheric thoroughfare for all participants.

AMP 5Sales and Marketing Ltd

BioMed Central
Blackweall's Book Services

EBM.J Publishing Group
David Charles

EBSCO Information Services
Elsavier B.V.

John Wiley and Sons Ltd
MLA/EAHIL

Mature Publishing Group
oviD

Oxford University Press
ProQuest Information and Learning
STAT|Ref
Swets Information Services

Thieme Publishing Group
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EUROPE AS AN OPEN BOOK

10" EAHIL Conference
scientific Programme

PLENARY SESSIONS

Plenary Session | Wednesday 13 September 14.30 — 15.30
- M. Anibaba (Romania): Modsm librarians
- M. Acalovschi (Romania): E-publishing devebops rapedhy in Romania:
the axpenance of & recently established medica! jounal

Plenary Session ll Thursday 14 Seplember Sam — 10am
- M. Fizhel, B. Lyon (USA): Deveiopement of Pubhed Central. back
s ue soanming pioject, MLM'S open access NIH mamnesonipl praject
R. Kiley (LK) The LR Publed Cendral Project (prosisional Likhe)

Plenary Session Il Friday 15 September B3am = 10am
- F. Pasleau (Belgium): Easy access o medical lilorature: are esors”
habits changing? |s it a threal 0 scoence guality?
- G. van den Brekel (Netherlands): Into the usar ermarocnment now!:
Howe the users have changed and how tha libranes can adjust

PARALLEL SESSIONS
Farallel Session | Wednesday 13 Seplember 15.30 —16.30

la Access to Publications

A. Parrical [(Switzerland]: Lise of free web ressoures= 1o bocabe mesdisal
doements: exemples Biken [form the CHUY ibrary

- F. Rump (Garmany): Soarchin'? - God the Dol Gom Blees? - bere: s 2
Romedy

- I; Le Bis, 5. Devaux, G. Lewison, Q. Grimauwd, A.E. Clarke, A. Gating
(France): Assessing European public health ressarch through 2
bibliometnc analysis: Methods used for the SPHERE progect
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Library Informatics
- G. Karacsony, E. Jofaldi (Hungary): Utilizing diverse infemed
resources for sciantific research with a metassarch clusianng engine
P. Chalon, L. Alexandre-Joaguim, C. Nagei, C. Becguart {Belgium):
Dpen your mind! Selecting and implemanting an integrated Sorary
sysiom; the apen-source opgordunily

- B. Madge, A. Gliles (UK): Knowledge management for primsany care:
a difficult casa?

Education and Learning
B. Niedrwicdzka (Poland): Searching skills Eraining miay nol be
enough. Experisncas from an INformation Comp=tancy DRogram

= T. Heina (Finkand); Infarmation and Cormmunicalion Technology (1GT)
driving licenze at the University of Helsinks

- E. Padar {Hungary): Library informatics: an online courss for distancs
kearners by the Velerinary Sclence Library

Hiztory of Medicine

- L. Kozuma, 5. Greenberg (USA): IndexCat — content and Refsvancs
for non-English Sources in fhie History of Meshcine

- A_ M. Gherman (Romania): The Romeanizn Enlightenment in
Transylvania and in medicing

- M. Telasier (France): A brief history of the Waorkd Organisation tar
Anmal Health (CHE)

Parallel Session || Thursday 14 Septomber 14.04 - 15.30

4]

Access to Publications
- E. Paltronberl, C. Morclano, T. Nigile, C. Sellitrd, R. Soliminl (ftaly).

aatting-up an institutional reposfory at the Halian Natonal nstriute of
Health: resulls from & survey

- A, Chaleplicglou (Greece): Digital madical ibranes: a stsp ahead for
Cipen Aocess

- A. Lawton (lreland): Creatng & duptal media archive of Insh heaith
informakion

- M. Withelm, 0. van Staveren (Metherlands): Institutional repositony n
a teaching hospiial

Qur Profession

- K. Austveg, H. Fossum, | ML Juwd, & Munthe (Narasay] A surdey ol
users and non-users of & Morwegian university Bbrary

- M. Heijmans, H. Ket (Nethedand=z); Nursing the nurses’ Weraboes;
challenging you to become a dinical lbranan for nurses!

- 0, Riondaet, L. Stefanescu (France): The rokz of “information brokers”
In therapeubics research

- |. Fowrie, R. Claasan-Veldsman (South Africa): Exploring the need for
current awarenass servicas via the www: oncology nurses as example
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Education and Learning
- K. Buset, 5. Kvale (Norway): Increasing minrmation Meracy a1t NTNLU
and St Olavs hospital - Implementation of an e-leaming tool

- M. Dozier, F. Brown (UK): Strategic contacts for curricular integration of
infarmation skills

- I Truccolo, G. Cognett]. W. Russell-Edu, A. Boglicks (Raly): Fatients
and cancer in the Internet age; guided pathways for disssses

- K. Czabanowska, E. Newak, E. Rys (Poland). Improving English
language performance of medical ibrary professionals

Veterinary Group Ses<ion

- L. Fruttindg, E. Piras, |. Massino, M, Bucciarelli, 3. Guarise, L. Pitarg,
E. Aliberhi, A. 0'Orazi, L. Lombards, P, Gradito {kaly): An open
archive for ILZZ 55, publications

- R. wonen, A. Uusitalo, M. Hopeakoski-Murminan (Finlkand):
hsntoring in the Viikki Science Library: Case Vetennary Medicina
Library

- K. Miszori, B. Winkler (Hungary): Children of the information socisty:
8 student aureey for strategic planning

- E. Piras, R. Clappetlonl, L Garau, 5. Guarise, A. D'Orazl, M.
Bucclarelli, F. Capuano, E. Allbertl, L. Lombardl, P. Gradito {ltaly):
Prevention in livestock diseases in [taly: story and reconds

Parallel Se<ssion Il Friday 15 September 10.30 - 11,30

it

ik
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Access to Publications

- I. Schoedt, H. Christansen, C. Skrubbalirang {Denmark): How io
gslablish good and egual access o efectomnsc resourmss for health care
parsonnel in Danish health libranes

- J-P. Lardy, 5. Dalhoumi, O. Larouk (France): Opsn access at the
LUinmvarsiy of Lyon: & comparative and disciplinary approach

- M. Parakova, H. Bouzkova, J. Potomkova, E. Lesankova
(Czech Republic) A mult-institution collaborative progect flling wital
infermation needs of blomedical ressarch community

Information Policy

- L. Dardngton (LFK): The dewsSopment of an infarmalion policy foi
Imperial College Londan medisal library
L Qafoku (Albania): The: inlrodisction of EBL peewciples and the skl of
thezir aipplication in Alhania

- M. Krog (Norway) Marketing library senicos — our way of dosng it

Searching Tools

- M. Dslla Seta, R. Cammarano (Raly): Googls Scholar and Science
Ciation indsx analogies and diferences in citaton analysis of sciantfic
publicstions
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- L. Isalid (Sweden); Critical assessmant of Web of Science, Scopus and
Google Scholar

- 5. Bakker (Netherlands): Scientometric and bibliomstric tooks

WHO Group Sesslon

- T. Allen (Switzerland): Global Health Libeary - A WHO infiative for
Access bo Health Knowledge

- A. Dumitrescu . M. Ghitoe, 0. Berlutead Tsouros (Denmark).
Electronic putdishing for pukdic health

- T. Kaigorodava (Russia): Guidelines on using ol WHO web-resousces
by irypanenes dacress For Russian speaking consuness

Parallel Session IV Friday 15 September 14.00 - 15.00

Na

Vc

vd

Library Informatics

- M. Calonge Contreras, G. Powsll (UK): The Mational Public Health
Language

- E. Giesenhagen, H-P. Dauben (Germany): Trusting the evidence — the
quality guestion

- J. Vejvalka (Czech Republic): Documenting the semantics. of medical data

Infarmation Policy

- |. de Kaenel (Switzerland): inleribrary loan amd docimess] delvery: &
e clesal i e "thgp desals” era
R. Ferarra, D). Gentili, V. Ponzani (Baly). Flow "Tree” s are; Soervey of
the Halian policy in the docamenl supply scncn

- o, Harrison, 3, Nikai (UK)- "Click, click quick”™ an eledronic acse
sarvices curment awareness serace for the NHS

History of Madicine

- J-F. Vincent (France): History of madicing and internet at the
Bibliothegue Interuniversitaire de Madecing 2t d'Odontologie

- P. De Castro, M. DI Benedetto, 5. Modigliani, F. Mapaolitani,
A M. Rossl, 5. Sallnettl, A. Spurko (Italy). Preserving historcal
memaries in scientiflc instiiutiona: the experience of the Mational
kestilute of Health in faly

- C. Barzu [Romania) V.L. Bologa — Founder af the Chyj medical books
higloric=s collkechion

Our Profession

- T. Qvaska (Fintand): Tho Possiaitios of Horzontal Carger
Devalopment and the Changing Roles of Librarians

- D. Eskildsan Stenbask (Denmark): How do you nurss your journal
coBection?

- J. Ginestet {italy): Information professional in a fast growing
environmant. How we are able o keep the challenge?



@ ovid

3 Wolters Kluwer business

-8

Content+Tools+5ervices

Precision search and
discovery—it's more than
a simple search box

How can | find what I'm looking for?
Wheare do [ start my search?

How do [ get ta full text fast?
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TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT
The Information Specialist and HTA

The Information Specialist and Health
Technology Assessment: Challenges and
Opportunities
B s 77

Abstract

In this article we describe
the challenging role of the
information specialist in
the Heath Technology
Assessment (HTA) process,
from contributing with input
to clarification regarding the
content of the HTA, to
preparing, conducting, and
documenting the searches.
To ensure a systematic
and thorough information
retrieval, close collaboration
with project group members
IS necessary.

What is Health Technology Assessment ?
Health Technology is the application of
scientific knowledge in health care and
prevention. Health Technology Assessment
is a multidisciplinary process that summarizes
information about the medical, social,
economic and ethical issues related to the use
of a health technology in a systematic,
transparent, unbiased, and robust manner. Its
am is to inform the formulation of safe,
effective, health policies that are patient
focused and seek to achieve best value.

The goal of HTA is providing input to decision
making in healthcare policy and practice.
Essentia attributes of HTA are:

® Orientation toward decision making

® Systematic interdisciplinary process

® \Wide scope

Degpite its policy goas, HTA must dways be
firmly rooted in research and the scientific method.

An HTA mainly builds upon existing
knowledge from published and unpublished
studies. Using literature-based documentation
requires that the literature has been searched
and appraised in a systematic way and that
internationally approved methods of searching
and appraisal have been applied.

The systematic approach implies that the
literature is identified according to a detailed
search strategy, that the literature is selected
according to well-defined inclusion and
exclusion criteria, and that the literature is
appraised according to accepted methodo-
logical standards. The methods of retrieval and
selection must be described, a detailed search
strategy must be present, and also the methods
of appraisal of strength of evidence must be
described. At DACEHTA the Oxford Centre
for Evidence-based Medicine Levels of
Evidence are used (http://www.cebm.net
/levels_of _evidence.asp)

The project group and the information
specialist

The information specidist is integrated in the
project group appointed to maketheHTA inclose
collaboration with the members of the project
group and has the responghbility of preparing,
conducting and evaluating searches. Other
respongbilities of the information specialist are
teaching and advisory regarding methodology
and development of search protocols.

Before deciding on an HTA the information
specialist is often involved in contributing with
input to clarification regarding the precise
content of the HTA - what other HTAs have
already been made on the subject and what do
they recommend? Are there some aspects of
the subject, which especially needs to be dealt
with?

Before starting the HTA group members may
be invited to a methodology day, where they
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are introduced to the principles of HTA,
including the methodology of systematic
literature searching and appraisal. Here the
information specialist is in charge of teaching
systematic search methodol ogy.

In some cases the information specialist does
all the searches, in other cases one of the group
members with experience in literature
searching is appointed as literature searcher for
some or al aspects of the HTA. The
information specialist then has a teaching and
advisory role regarding choice of relevant
databases and information sources and
development of search strategies.

The information searching process

The process involves the following steps:
asking answerable focused questions, choosing
relevant databases and information sources,
developing a search strategy for each source,
evaluating the search, keeping a search
protocol, selecting literature according to well
defined inclusion and exclusion criteria, and
appraising the literature.

The starting point is aways a number of
focused questions designed to answer the HTA
problem. To answer for example the question
of "what is the effect of screening for
colorectal cancer?' e.g. the following focused
question (one out of many) could be asked:
"does faecal occult blood screening reduce
mortality from colorectal cancer in adults
compared with no screening?’. A well
formulated question is crucial in order to
determine the best search strategy and it
comprises the following elements. the
population (what type of patients are we
talking about?), the intervention (is it a
diagnostic test, a pharmaceutical, a surgical
method etc.?), the intervention of comparison
(what is the aternative?) and the outcome
(what are the effects and the consequences of

the intervention?). Questions related to non-
clinica aspects adso should am to be well
formulated, eg. what factors determine the
extent of lifestyle changes achievable in patients
recently diagnosed with type 2 diabetes?

The purpose of the focused questions is to
delimit the literature search, keep focus when
looking through and sorting the abstracts, keep
focus when reading and appraising the
literature, and make sure that the questions are
satisfactorily answered.

The focused questions are discussed and
agreed upon within the project group. The
information  specialist  attends  these
discussions in order to be as well prepared as
possible to design the best search strategy. It is
also decided what are the inclusion and
exclusion criteria for the literature selection
(e.g. age, publication types, publication years),
as these criteria can often be built into the
search strategy, thus giving a more precise
search result less overwhelming in numbers of
hits. Often it is necessary to maintain
correspondence with the group members in
between meetings, as not all questions/
problems can be foreseen before starting the
searches. It is important at these meetings to
ensure that both the information specialist and
the project group members have the same
understanding of the purpose, the extent and
the time limits of the searches.

The first step in the search process is to
identify evaluated research, i.e. research that
has been subjected to selection according to
specified search criteria, critical appraisal,
addition of commentary or interpretive
material, and combined with other research to
provide state-of-the-art summaries of clinical
effectiveness with links back to the original
research evidence (e.g. HTA, clinica
guidelines, meta-analyses, systematic reviews).
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If evaluated research does not exist, does not fully answer the questions, is not of high enough
quality or isnot up-to-date, the second step is to identify the original research/primary studies (e.g.
individual randomized controlled trials, cohort studies etc.).

Examples of sources for identifying evaluated research

The Health Technology Assessment database
http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/crddatabases.htm)

National HTA agencies (list of agencies can be found at www.inahta.org)
The Cochrane Library (http://wwwa3.interscience.wiley.com)

G-I-N Guidelines International Network (http://www.g-i-n.net/)
TRIP+Database (http://www.tripdatabase.com)

Search protocol

During the search process it is the responsibility of the information specialist to keep a search
protocol, which is a structured plan for the retrieval of information. The search protocol should
include the focused questions, the chosen information sources (databases, websites etc.), the
inclusion and exclusion criteria, the detailed search strategy and search results of each
source/database, and the criteria/strategy for selection of the literature. The purpose of the search
protocol isto create an overview of the literature retrieval process, to act as documentation of what
has been done, when and how, why specific studies have (not) been found, and to ensure consistency
when repeating/following up on the search. The overdl ruleisthat the search must be reproducible.

Conclusion

Being an information specialist working in thefield of HTA includes working in multidisciplinary
teams. This means challenges as well as benefits for us as information specialists! We must know
about the basic principles of scientific areas such as critical appraisal, epidemiology, scientific
research processes, but we must also know about the structure of the health care systemsin our
countries as well as the decision making processes. Hereby we will be partners in the projects
instead of passive providers of information. Information skills will thus be further integrated into
the process of HTA as well as the scientific and clinical settings within health care.

Drea Eskildsen Stenbaek Malene Fabricius Jensen
Information Specialist Head of Library Services
DRE@SST.DK MFJ@SST.DK

Danish Centre for Evaluation and Health Technology Assessment (DACEHTA)
National Board of Health, Denmark
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Additional information about Health Technology Assessment

HTA in Denmark

In Denmark HTA was introduced at the beginning of the 1980's, but not many HTA activities were seen until the
middle of the 1990's. The National Strategy for Health Technology Assessment was published in 1996 and the
following year the Danish Institute for Health Technology Assessment (DIHTA), now the Danish Centre for
Evaluation and Health Technology Assessment (DACEHTA), was established.

The aim of DACEHTA isto implement the intentions of the National Strategy for Health Technology A ssessment
from 1996 with the key goal to build HTA into planning and management of health care at all levels.

Read more at www.dacehta.dk

INAHTA

The International Network of Agencies for Health Technology Assessment (INAHTA) was established in 1993
and has now 43 member agencies from 21 countries. Current Chair of INAHTA is Prof. Finn Barlum Kristensen
(Danish Centre for Evaluation and Health Technology Assessment, DACEHTA).

Read more at www.inahta.net

HTAI

Health Technology Assessment International (HTAI) is the scientific society for HTA. HTAI provides the key
forum for al those from the worlds of health care, academia and business interested in the science, development
and application of HTA. Current President of HTAI is Dr. Berit Marland (The Norwegian Centre for Hedlth
Technology Assessment)

Read more at www.htai.org

HTAI-IRG

The Information Resources Group (IRG) is one of severa interest groups of HTAI. The IRG has about 90
members working with or interested in information and documentation aspects of HTA. Current Chair is
Information Specialist Becky Skidmore (Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologiesin Health, CADTH). The
IRG has been active in developing, collaborating on and promoting information retrieval methods and
technologies appropriate to HTA. It was responsible for developing the E-text on HTA Information Resources
published by NLM (http://www.nIm.nih.gov/nichsr/ehta/). Many IRG members authored chapters in this
electronic textbook. One of its current initiatives is the HTAI Vortal (the vortal is in the preliminary stages of
development, www.htai.org/vortal). Each year at the HTAI annual conference, the IRG offers a pre-conference
workshop aimed at providing ongoing training to HTAI/IRG members as well as to other health
librariang/professionals.
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EUnetHTA - The First European Network to Assess Health Technology

In 2004 the European Commission and Council of Ministers targeted
HTA asa political priority, recognising ...an urgent need for establishing
a sustainable European network on HTA. A Commission's cal was
answered by a group of 35 organisations throughout Europe. European
Network for Health Technology Assessment, EUnetHTA, coordinates the
efforts of 27 European countries including 24 Member States of the
European Union in evaluating health technology in Europe.

HTA brings together scientific evidence to inform policy makers, clinicians, and the public on
safety, effectiveness and cost of health technology. M ost European countries have public agencies
to evaluate health technologies; these bodies engage in Health Technology A ssessment.

EUnetHTA will create a win-win situation for all parties

Since different countries in Europe use largely similar methods in health care, they often spend
time and money assessing the same technologies. The genera strategic objective of EUnetHTA
is to connect public national HTA agencies, research institutions and health ministries, enabling
effective exchange of information and support to policy decisions by the Member States.
EUnetHTA will develop an organisational framework for a sustainable European network for
HTA and also practical tools to fit into this framework.

EUnetHTA aims to reduce the overlap and duplication of efforts and hence promote a more
effective use of resources; to increase the HTA output and input to decision-making in the
Member States and EU and hence increase the impact of HTA; to strengthen the link between
HTA and healthcare policy making in the EU and Member States; an to support countries with
limited experience with HTA. EUnetHTA will thus help to avoid much of duplication of work
through structured sharing of the scientific evidence that agencies in the network have compiled
dready. Greater opportunities to coordinate studies across Europe will also generate new
evidence.

A 3 year project, 60 organisations, 8 work packages

The EUnetHTA project started its activities on January 1, 2006. The partnership involves 59
organisations: 35 Associated Partners - including Main Partner (DACEHTA), and 24
Collaborating Partners.

In total, 31 countries are participating in the project. Inside Europe: 24 EU countries, Norway,
Iceland and Switzerland; outside Europe: Australia, Canada, Israel, USA.
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The project is divided in 8 work packages (WP's):

® WP 1, lead by DACEHTA (Denmark), is devoted to the coordination of the project.

® WP 2, lead by SBU (Sweden) and DAHTA@DIMDI (Germany), will support the project
communication.

® WP 3, lead by NOKC (Norway), will be in charge of the evaluation of the project.

® WP 4, lead by FinOHTA (Finland), will focus on common core of HTA.

® WP 5, lead by NCCHTA (United Kingdom), aims to apply common core information and
adapt existing HTAs into local/national setting.

® WP 6, lead by DACEHTA (Denmark), will ensure the evaluation of the transferability of
HTA to health policy.

® WP 7, lead by HAS (France), will ensure the monitoring emerging/new technology
development and prioritization of HTA.

® WP 8, lead by CAHTA (Spain), will set up a system for support of countries without
institutionalized HTA

Initialy, the EUnetHTA project is being co-financed by the European Commission (DG Sanco)
and contributions from network members. The network is expected to continue sustainable
operations following the 3-year project grant from the Commission.

Stay tuned with EUnetHTA
Progress reports and information on EUnetHTA activities involving a wider stakeholder group
will be continuously available on www.eunethta.net

A EUnetHTA Conference presenting the project results and future planswill be held in November
2008.

For more information, please contact the EUnetHTA secretariat at:
Phone: +45 7222 7548

e-mail: eunethta@sst.dk

URL: www.eunethta.net.

Patrice Chalon, Irina Cleemput
Belgian Health Care Knowledge Centre (KCE)
Associated Partner, EUnetHTA
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HTA in Italy: Past Experiences and Perspectives

ABSTRACT
Health Technology Assessment (HTA) is a
multidisciplinary field of research that provides
information based on scientific criteria to support health
policy decisions at different levels: national institutions,
health organizations, and clinical practice. In the field of
HTA the term ‘technology' is very comprehensive and
includes, among others, evaluating equipment,
intervention protocols, computer science applications,
organizational systems and managerial tasks. The aim of
: this article is to present the areas of application, the
methods and the main experiences of HTA in Italy. In particular, it will illustrate the nation-wide project named OPT
(Osservatorio dei Prezzi e delle Tecnologie - Technology and Expenditures Observatory) and the constitution of a
network among ten representative Italian institutions, including the Istituto Superiore di Sanita. Finally, we will
discuss the so called Carta di Trento, a programmatic agreement among the members of the above mentioned
network covering the main principles of the health technology assessment in Italy.

Health Technology Assessment, introduced in the late 70's in the United States, aims at estimating
the effectiveness and the efficiency of biomedical technologies. this concept is very
comprehensive and includes, among others, evaluating equipment, intervention protocols,
computer science applications, organizational systems and managerial tasks.

The importance of HTA has been lately recognized by the European Commission ([1],[2],[3]) and
in 2004 a pilot project was co-financed (EUnetHTA, European Network for Health Technology
Assessment[4]) to coordinate the efforts of 35 European partner organizations:

To establish an effective and sustainable European Network for
Health Technology Assessment that informs policy decisions.

In Italy one of the first nation-wide experience on health technology evaluation has been carried
out since 1996 by the Friuli-Venezia Giulia Region, under a project named OPT (Osservatorio dei
Prezzi e delle Tecnologie - Technology and Expenditures Observatory) funded by the Ministry of
Health. This project had considerable success, and its operation was subsequently taken over in
2005 by the ASSR (Agenzia per i Servizi Sanitari Regionali - the Government Agency for the
coordination of regional health services)

Among the main tasks, OPT developed and kept up-to-date a Technology Data Base (named
BDTB, Banca Dati Tecnologie Biomediche) that can be accessed through the Web
(http://optl.area.trieste.it) by all the National Health Services hospitals and branches. The
BDTB containing bulletins & detailed technical reviews on a number of medical devices and
technologies, and several purchase information (on prices, accessories, consumables) based on
the yearly survey of tender purchasing events on participating hospitals.
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All biomedical technologies are classified by an encoding system called CIVAB, the use of which
has been widespread in Italy since its introduction in the late 80's, made up of an 8-character
coded string (XXX JIJ YY) the meaning of whichis:

1 class of technology (XXX). Example: ECT = ecotomograph;

2. manufacturer (JJJ);

3. the specific moddl (YY).

Asan example, the following table shows the number of productsin the database (as of March, 2005)
Table 1. Number of products in the HTA database

Technology group Class Manufacturer Models
Biomedical Equipment 825 3,114 47,981
Reagents for analytical instruments 459 785 52,982
Angiographic catheters 41 22 4,904
Diaysisfilters 1 24 737
Radiographic films 46 13 5,203
PaceMakers 1 14 662
Implantable defibrillators 1 7 100
Orthopedic prostheses 17 65 3,933
TOTAL 1,391 4,044 116,502

This database is one of the most widespread available in Europe in its kind, and every year a
yearbook is released for each Technology Group in the table, containing an organized list of
makes, models and characteristics.

In the last two years a project has been funded by the Italian Ministry of Health (“Promozione di
un network di collaborazione per la diffusione delle metodologie di Health Technology
Assessment per la gestione delle tecnol ogie nelle aziende sanitarie”) to promote the devel opment
of a nation-wide HTA network with the aim of spreading the use of technology assessment and
developing a sustainable national reference model. Players in this network are research
institutions, hospitals and universities with previous experience in HTA (see Table 2).

Comparing this network, in which the I stituto Superiore di Sanita has an active involvement, with
those already existing in Europe (e.g. Swiss and Austrian networks), the Italian one is more
committed on the use of Health Technology Assessment as a management support tool, both on
a decision makers level and on hospital manager's perspective.

A short-term effect of the birth of the Italian network has been an increased visibility, on the
international scenario, of HTA activities carried on in Italy: in 2005 the Second International
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Table 2. Research institutions, hospitals and universities participating in the Italian HTA network
U.o. ISTITUZIONE STRUTTURA

Osservatorio Regionale per le

uo 1 Regione Molise, Assessorato alla Sanita Tecnologie biomediche

uo 2 Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore Policlinico universitario "A. Gemelli" -
Roma Unita di VValutazione delle Tecnologie
uo 3 Azienda Socio Sanitarian. 2 Isontina Direzione Sanitaria
uo 4 IRCCS Policlinico "S. Matteo" di Pavia Servizio di ingegneriaclinica
uos Azienda Provinciale per i . .
Servizi Sanitari di Trento Direzione Generale
UO 6 Sezione di Epidemiologia e Sanita
Universita"G. 'Annunzio” di Chieti Pubblica, Dip. Di Medicina e Scienze
dell'l nvecchiamento
vo 7 Istituto Superiore di Sanita Diparti mer!to dell_e Tecnologie
Biomediche
uo 8 A . i Servizi itari Reqionali Sezione |nnovazione, Sperimentazione
genzia per i vizi Sanitari Regionali e Sviluppo
uo 9 IRCCS Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza, Servizio di | ia Clini
Opera Padre Pio vizio di Ingegneria Clinica
UoO 10
Regione Lombardia Direzione Generale Sanita

Meeting of HTAI (Health Technology Assessment international) was held in Rome, where the |SS
(Istituto Superiore di Sanita, which is the main technical-scientific organ of the Italian National
Health Service) presented research on the structure and the organization of 24 leading HTA
Agencies in Europe, Americas and Australia [5].

More recently, during the First Italian Forum on Health Technologies (held in Trento, January 19-21,
2006) the network summarized on a paper named Carta di Trento a programmatic agreement
covering the main principles of health technology assessment in Italy:
1. Technology Assessment should involve all the partiesinvolved in health care delivery (Who)
2. The assessment should be carried on al the elements and topicsinvolved in the health care
delivery process (What)
3. Health Technology Assessment should involve and affect all managerial levels and
structures involved in the health care delivery process (Where)
4. Health technologies should be assessed throughout their entire lifecycle, i.e. before, during
and after their introduction in real practice (When)
5. Health Technology Assessment is both an opportunity and a need for the integrated
governance of health care systems and of the structures they are built of (Why)

JOURNAL OF THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR HEALTH INFORMATION AND LIBRARIES, VOL. 2 (2) 45



THEME ISSUE - HEALTH
TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT

Francesco Martelli, Daniela Armocida

6. Health Technology Assessment is an inherently multidisciplinary process, and should be
carried on coherently with other processes (medical, technical, administrative) running in
the health care systems and of the structures they are built of (How)

Even more recently, the activities carried on by the Italian Network received an implicit
acknowledgement with the publication by the Ministry of Health of the 2006-2008 National
Health Plan [6], which recognizes Health Technology Assessment as a strategic tool for the
evaluation of the technological and scientific progress, stating:

... [HTA] aims to inform the decision makers on the technological choices,
using the best available scientific evidence on the impact and the medical,
social, economical and ethical implications on health expenditures and
investments. Those methodologies are indispensable for the assessment of high
technologies, their related high costs and management issues, their rational
distribution over the country, and to avoid unnecessary duplication or serious
deficiency on health care investments.

In Italy, health is congtitutionally recognized as a right of the individual and a collective
wealth, and the health care system is ailmost totally financed with public funds. The low growth
of the gross domestic product in the last ten years has threatened the sustainability of the growth
of national health expenditure, which is consistent with other OECD (Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development) member countries data, but in excess to the life cost increase in
the same years. This situation is not sustainable in the long term, and can be dealt both with a
managed increase in the national health expenditure and using tools designed to increase
efficiency in resource utilization. Health Technology Assessment is apromising tool in thisfield,
and we look forward to its widespread utilization in Italy.

Francesco Martelli Daniela Armocida
Department of Technology and Health Documentation Service
Istituto Superiore di Sanita, Rome, Italy Istituto Superiore di Sanita, Rome, Italy

francesco.martelli @iss.it
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Bundesgesundheitsblatt - Gesundheitsforschung - Gesundheitsschutz
2006; 49(3)

Health Technology Assessment: Sauerstoff des Gesundheitswesens. pp.
223-224.

Health Technology Assessment -- Was verbirgt sich dahinter? pp. 225-232.
Gerhardus A. Die Rolle von HTA-Berichten im deutschen
Gesundheitswesen. pp. 233-240.

Francke R, Hart D. HTA in den Entscheidungsprozessen des IQWIiG und G-BA. pp. 241-250.
Sauerland S. DieKritische Rolle wissenschaftlicher Evidenz im Rahmen von Health Technology
Assessment. pp. 251-256.

Kulp W, Greiner W. Gesundheitstkonomie und HTA. pp. 257-263.

Behrens T, Ahrens W. Epidemiol ogische Studien as Teil desHTA-Bewertungsprozesses. pp. 264-271.
Lange S. Die Rolle randomisierter kontrollierter Studien bel der medizinischen Bewertung von
Routineverfahren. pp. 272-277.

Perleth M, Luhmann D, Antes G. Das Deutsche Netzwerk Evidenzbasierte Medizin DNEbM.
pp. 278-282.

Kristensen F, Chamova J, Hansen N. Toward a sustainable European Network for Health
Technology Assessment. pp. 283-285.

With a series of articles containing appealing (sub)titles, such as: Oxygen for the Health System,
What is Behind?, The Critical Role of HTA, issue 3 of the Bundesgesundheitsblatt March 2006
merits the effort of laying your hands on and reading. Nine articles and an editorial introduction
give an overview of what can be expected of Health Technology Assessment and what it is all
about.

For librarians and management this issue gives answers to the things you never dared to ask, as
it seems everybody else knows all about HTA. HTA: A form of policy research of the short- and
long-term consequences of technology use and usage (D. Banta). In this way HTA is meant to
support policy decisions and takes a rather scientific approach. With the broadening of HTA
activities, e.g. DIMDI (Deutsches Institut fir Information und Documentation = German Institute
for Information and Documentation) in the role of the German Office of HTA (Deutsche Agentur
fur HTA = DAHTA), the Institute of Quality and Economics (or efficiency) in the Health System
and the many health-related programs and curricula in the universities, all together mean a
recognition and a demand for science-based medical practice and medical procedures, with
respect to technologies as well as to health policy decision making.
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HTA in itself has a multidiscipliary approach and aims towards systematic and transparent
statements on medical practice and technology in different aspects. medical, economical, social,
legal, cultural and ethical aspects.

The article by Gerhardus deals with the question of the impact of HTA-products. Like all other
scientific results the outcome of HTA should be evaluated. Results of HTA activities could be
both assessment and appraisal: where it is understood that assessment leads to knowledge and
appraisal to decisions. With theintroduction of HTA, it is no longer the medical criteriaalone that
lead to decisions, but cost-effectivity and/or cost-benefit ratios are taken into account as well. On
different levels of of policy and decision making HTA has its effect: at the government level, for
politicians, but also for hospital mangement, individual medical practitioners and patients.
Guidelines and clinical pathways can be seen as side-products of HTA. The author concludes that
the potential of HTA reports is much more extensive and complex than has been generally
assumed. It is recommended that in HTA a stepwise procedure should be followed, comprising
the involvement of the groups concerned, the explicit inclusion of impact objectivesin all HTA
reports and the subsequent evaluation of effect produced.

HTA is embedded in legal regulations regarding datadase-supported information systems for the
evaluation of effects, effectivity and costs of medical practice and technology. Therefore two new
institutions have been established in Germany: the Federal Joint Committee and the Institute for
Quality and Efficiency in Health Care.

HTA can be seen as part of the global evidence-based medicine (EBM) movement: itsaim is to
improve standards in health care, to strengthen scientific principles and to reduce subjectivity and
biasin decision making. EBM and HTA use similar methodol ogies and make use of comparable
hierarchies of levels of evidence.

Suzanne Bakker
s.bakker@nki.nl
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Putting Evidence to Work:
Evidence-Based HTA Librarianship

Make the IRG pre-conference workshop part
of your annual HTAI (www.htai.org)
meeting plans! Join us down under in
Adelaide, Australia on Sunday July 2nd for a
great day of training and lively discussions.

Thisfull-day workshop includes presentations
from a variety of speakers plus interactive
sessions highlighting important topics in this
field.

Hear these well-known speakers!

Carol Lefebvre, from the UK Cochrane
Centre in Oxford, will speak about the re-
design of the Cochrane Highly Sensitive
Search Strategy for identifying randomized
controlled trialsin MEDLINE. Additionaly,
Carol will speak about the UK InterTASC
Information Specialists Subgroup's work on
developing a web site for and critically
appraising search filters.

Catherine Voutier, from the Centre for
Clinical Effectiveness, Monash Institute of
Health Services Research, will give an
overview of HTA information activities in
Australia and New Zealand.

Malene Fabricius Jensen, from DACEHTA
in Denmark, will present work on a checklist
developed for evaluating literature search
methodologies in HTAs. The presentation
will include discussion on the usefulness of
such aresource.

Anne Parkhill of Aptly Information Design
in Australia, will lead an interactive session
on evidence-based work she has done
regarding the effectiveness of different
training methods  for information
management skills in the occupational
medicine field.

Andrew Booth of the School of Hedth &
Related Research (SCHARR) at the University
of Sheffield will give afull afternoon session.
Andrew isinternationally known for his work
on evidence-based library and information
practice. He is the creator of Netting the
Evidence and author of the chapter Evidence-
Based Perspectives on Information Access
and Retrieval in the multi-author work,
Evidence-Based Practice: a Handbook for
Information Professionals. Andrew's session
will examine the evidence base of information
retrieval methods and is likely to raise some
challenges to current approaches.

Join us on Sunday, July 2™ from 9-5 in the
lecture theatre of the historic Institute
Building in the State Library of South
Australia on North Terrace. Registration and
Coffee begin at 8:30 AM.

There is no charge for participants attending
the full HTAI conference. For those attending
the workshop only there is a charge of AU
$150 for workshop. Registration includes any
distributed workshop materials, morning and
afternoon breaks, and lunch. Full details
regarding conference registration are available
at http://www.htai.org/australia-2006/

For moreinformation, contact Becky Skidmore,
IRG Chair (beckys@cadth.ca) or Susan
Bidwell (susan.bidwell@chmeds.ac.nz).
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i Substance Abuse: MeSH
terms, Indexed Journals,
_ Guidelines & Directories

The PubMed subsets

. (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/
bsd/pubmed_subsets.html)
are far from covering all
the medical specialities. In
a brief series, the Internet Page of JEAHIL
will attempt to compensate for this deficiency
by indicating MeSH terms (as well asjournals
and major web sites) concerning the different
medical specialities.

1. MeSH terms & Their Scope Notes
(unique or "parent’ headings)

1. Alcohol Deterrents

Substances interfering with the metabolism
of ethyl alcohol, causing unpleasant side
effects thought to discourage the
drinking of alcoholic beverages. Alcohol
deterrents are used in the treatment of
alcoholism.

2. Alcoholics Anonymous
An organization of self-proclaimed
alcoholics who meet frequently to
reinforce their practice of abstinence.

3. Behavior, Addictive
The observable, measurable, and often
pathological activity of an organism that
portrays itsinability to overcome a habit
resulting in an insatiable craving for a
substance or for performing certain acts.
The addictive behavior includes the
emotional and physical overdependence
on the object of habit in increasing
amount or frequency.

4. Needle-Exchange Programs
Organized services for exchange of
sterile needles and syringes used for
injections as a potential means of
reducing the transmission of infectious
diseases.

5. Smoking
Inhaling and exhaling the smoke of
tobacco or something similar to tobacco.

6. Street Drugs
Drugs obtained and often manufactured
illegally for the subjective effects they
are said to produce. They are often
distributed in urban areas, but are also
available in suburban and rural areas,
and tend to be grossly impure and may
cause unexpected toxicity.

7. Substance Abuse Detection
Detection of drugs that have been
abused, overused, or misused, including
legal and illegal drugs. Urine screening
is the usual method of detection.

8. Substance Abuse Treatment Centers
Health facilities providing therapy
and/or rehabilitation for substance-
dependent individuals. Methadone
distribution centers are included.

9. Substance-Related Disorders
Disordersrelated to substance abuse, the
side effects of a medication, toxin
exposure, and ALCOHOL-RELATED
DISORDERS.

10. Tobacco Smoke Pollution
Contamination of the air by tobacco
smoke.

11. Tobacco Use Cessation
Cessation of the habit of using tobacco
products for smoking or chewing,
including the use of snuff.

These terms may be used to create a strategy
in PubMed with the help of MyNCBI, such as:
alcohol deterrents OR acoholics anonymous
OR behavior, addictive OR needle-exchange
programs OR smoking OR street drugs OR
substance abuse detection OR substance abuse
treatment centers OR substance-related
disorders OR tobacco smoke pollution OR
tobacco use cessation
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Or go to URL: http://substance-abuse-in-
pubmed.notlong.com

See Also: Alcoholic Beverages, Designer
Drugs, Drug and Narcotic Control,
Temperance & Tobacco Industry.

2. Journals:

See from List of Journals Indexed for
MEDLINE, 2005 (ftp://nimpubs.nim.nih.gov
/online/journa g/ljiweb.pdf), these titles:

Addiction (Abingdon, England).

Addiction biology.

Addictive behaviors.

Alcohol (Fayetteville, N. Y.)

Alcohol and alcoholism (Oxford, Oxfordshire).
Alcohol and alcoholism (Oxford, Oxfordshire).
Supplement.

Alcohol research & health: the journa of the
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism.
Alcoholism,
research.
The American journal of drug and alcohol
abuse.

The American journal on addictions /
American Academy of Psychiatrists in
Alcoholism and Addictions.

Bulletin on narcotics.

Drug and alcohol dependence.

Drug and alcohol review.

European addiction research.

Journal of addictive diseases: the official
journal of the ASAM, American Society of
Addiction Medicine.

Journal of drug education.

Journal of psychoactive drugs.

Journal of studies on alcohol.

Journal of studies on acohol. Supplement.
Journal of substance abuse treatment.

NIDA research monograph.

Nihon Arukoru Yakubutsu lgakkai zasshi =
Japanese journal of alcohol studies & drug
dependence.

clinical and experimental

Psychology of addictive behaviors: journal of
the Society of Psychologists in Addictive
Behaviors.

Recent developments in alcoholism: an
official publication of the American Medical
Society on Alcoholism, the Research Society
on Alcoholism, and the National Council on
Alcoholism.

Substance abuse: official publication of the
Association for Medical Education and
Research in Substance Abuse.

Substance use & misuse.

Tobacco control.

See Also: Substance Abuse Treatment,
Prevention and Policy: http://www.substance
abusepolicy.com, from BioMed Central.

3. Directories & Guidelines

1. MedlinePlus (USA):

Substance  Abuse  Problems  Topics
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/substanc
eabuseproblems.html

2. NGC National Guideline Clearinghouse
(USA):

Substance-Related Disorders http://www.
guideline.gov/browse/browsemode.aspx?node
=34809& type=1& view=all

3. Omni (UK):
Substance-Related Disorders http://omni.ac.
uk/browse/mesh/D019966.html

An HTML version of this page is available at
the URL:
http://www.chu-rouen.fr/documed/jeahil _
substance_abuse.html

Benoit Thirion

Chief Librarian/Coordinator CISMeF Project
Benoit. Thirion@chu-rouen.fr
Benoit_Thirion@yahoo.fr
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Dear Colleagues,

Once again peer review and
the impact factor are under
discussion.

Authors make every effort

- to get their results accepted
by top journas but more than 200 reviewers
identify an average of only two errors (A.
McCook, The Scientist, 2006, 20, 26) and peer
review is not capable of catching fraudulent
science (E. Marris, Nature, 2006, 439, 520). Ina
paper presented at the 2005 International
Congress on Peer Review and Biomedical
Publication, a prospective review of 1,107
manuscripts submitted to the Annals of Internal
Medicine, British Medical Journal and The
Lancet in 2003 showed that many major changes
to the text demanded by peer review included
toning down the manuscript's concluson and
highlighting the paper's limitations (A. McCook,
The Scientist, 2006, 20, 26). Apparently itistime
for a change: three medical journas The Lancet,
Annals of Internal Medicine and BMJ dlowed
the videoing of editorial meetings and the
researchers to see al relevant paperwork
including confidentia reports (J. Giles, Nature,
2006, 439, 252).

It is well known that the Impact Factor (IF)
measures the numbers of citations per paper.
Page Rank algorithm (PR) can be applied to
research publications by analysing how many
times those who cite a paper are themselves
cited. IF measures crude popularity, PR is a
measure of prestige. A current proposal is
counting the two metric ranking journals

according to the product of IF and PR, a new
measure called Y-factor (P. Ball, Nature, 2006,
439, 770).

JOURNAL ISSUES

Since the Journal of EAHIL issue in February
2006, the following Health Information and
Libraries Journal has been received: Vol. 23,
2006, n. 1

Vol. 23 n. 1

Health information and Libraries Journal
embarks on having and impact factor. p. 1.
Editorial.

S. Golder, H. M. Mclntosh, S. Duffy, J.
Glanville. Developing efficient search
strategies to identify reports of adverse
effects in Medline and Embase. p. 3-12.
The objective of this study was to assess the
performance, in terms of sensitivity and
precision, of five different approaches to
searching Medline and Embase to identify
studies of adverse effects.

S. Leung, K. Chan, L. Song. Publishing
trends in Chinese medicine and related
subjects documented in WorldCat. p. 13 - 22.
This study is designed to analyse the
publishing trends of Chinese medicine and
related subjects ranging from books and serials
to audio-visual and electronic resources found
in WorldCat the database produced by OCLC.

B. Sen. Market orientation: a concept for
health libraries. p. 23 - 31.
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Books review

The aim of this study was to gain an
understanding of the concept of market
orientation relative to the health library sector.

N. Pearce-Smith. A journal club is an
effective tool for assisting librarians in the
practice of evidence-based librarianship: a
case study. p. 32 - 40.

Attending the Journal Clubs help librarians to
develop appraisal skills and write a critically
appraised topic.

V. Haigh. Clinical effectiveness and allied
health professionals: an information needs
assessment. p. 41 - 50.

The purpose of this study was to determine the
information needs and support required by
AHPs whilst building services based on
clinical effectiveness.

C. Honeybourne, S. Sutton, L. Ward.
Knowledge in the Palm of your hands:
PDAs in the clinical setting. p. 51 - 59.

A descriptive study comparing aspects of
Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) resource to
explore the impact on patient care.

Brief communications p. 60.

BOOKS REVIEW

E-Metrics for Library and Information
Professionals. How to use data for managing
and evaluating electronic  resource
collections. Eds. A Whiteand E.D. Kamal. The
Facet Publishing London (UK); 2006. £ 39.95,
ISBN 1-85604-555-2; pp. 249. This book

shows how to use e-metrics to measure library
performance and value and how to effectively
use the electronic data captured from various
network activities to manage library
collections, budgets, and services. Using e
metrics, the authors identify expensive and
underused digital resources, visualise virtual
user behaviour patterns, and construct new
collection development strategies.

Biomedical Organizations. A worldwide
guide to position documents. Ed. D.A.
Stirling. The Haworth Information Press,
Binghamton, N.Y. USA 2006. $34.95 soft,
ISBN-13: 978-0-7890-2298-1; $49.95 hard,
ISBN-13: 978-0-7890-2297-4; pp. 302. This
book lists medical organizations, and their web
site address and presents an aphabetical index
of their position statements.

Law, Libraries and Technology. A practical
Guide Ed. M. Van Hoorebeek. Chandons
Publishing Oxford, UK, 2005; £ 55.00
Hardback ISBN 1-84334-072-0.; pp. 164.
This book provides an authoritative and
practical guide to the subject of copyright and
intellectual property law providing a European
and British perspective. It help libraries and
librarians to be aware of the legal ramifications
of the new technologies that are available.

Metadata. A cataloger's primer. Ed. R. P.
Smiraglia. The Haworth Information Press,
Binghamton, N.Y. USA 2005. $39.95 soft,
ISBN-13: 978-0-7890-2801-3; $59.95 hard,
ISBN-13: 978-0-7890-2800-6; pp.303. This
book provides work forms, work plans and
practical examples that demonstrate the
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Giovanna F. Miranda

application of metadata for resource
description and depository development.

PAPERS REVIEW

Is peer review broken?
A. McCook. The Scientist 2006, 20 (2), 26

Journals submit to scrutiny of their peer-
review process
J. Giles. Nature, 2006, 439, 252

Should journals police scientific fraud?
E. Marris. Nature, 2006, 439, 520

Prestige is factored into journal ratings.
P. Ball. Nature, 2006, 439, 770

Searching for the right search - Reaching
the medical literature
R. Steinbrook. New England Journal of
Medicine, 2006, 354, 4

Pertinence in the eye of the user
P. Jacs6. Online Information Review, 2006, 30
(1), 70

INFORMATION SOURCES... WEB BASED

Wild life disease Information Node. These
and other situations emphasize the need for
comprehensive wildlife disease information in
order to build a foundation to facilitate
strategic planning and actions to protect human
health.
http://wildlifedisease.nbii.gov/index.jsp

Pandemicflu.gov. This site managed by the
Department of Health and Human Servicesisa
one-stop access to U.S. Government avian and
pandemic flu information.
http://www.pandemicflu.gov/

NEWS FROM PUBLISHERS

British Library Searches on Google Scholar
include links to the British Library's document
delivery service. Search results are matched
against the Library's holdings and where a
match is made, users will have the option to
obtain articles held via the British Library's
online document ordering interface, British
Library Direct http://www.bl.uk

EBSCO and WebFeat announce a partnership
that will alow the federated search engine
WebFeat Express to be sold as an add-on
product to EBSCO's online title listing service
EBSCO A-to-Z®. WebFeat Express is a
streamlined version of the original WebFeat
federated search engine. Designed to appeal to
the budgets and administrative demands of
small to medium-size libraries, WebFeat
Express alows clients to handle federated
search configuration with minimal effort using
WebFeat's intuitive admin module.
http://www.ebsco.com

Giovanna F. Miranda
Giovanna.Miranda@sanofi-aventis.com
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Forthcoming Events

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

4th-10th June, 2006, San Miniato, Tuscany
(Italy)

Digital Preservation in Digital Libraries:
Emerging Approaches

DELOS Summer School on Preservation 2006
For further information: http://www.dpc.
delos.info/ss06/

11-14 June 2006, Baltimore, MD, USA

SLA Annual Conference

For further information: http://www.sla.org
/content/Events/conference/ac2006/index.cfm

4-7 July 2006, Vienna (Austria)
Knowledge Organization for
Learning Society

Ninth International 1SKO Conference

For further information: http://isko.univie.ac
.at/cms2/index.php

a Global

10-12 July 2006, Eastbourne, East Sussex, UK
Informed and Interactive  Health
Knowledge for All.

2006 Health Libraries Group Conference.
For further information: http://www.cilip.org
.uk/groups/hlg/conf2006/index.html

2-5 July 2006, Adelaide, Australia

3rd Annual Meeting of Health Technology
Assessment International (HTAI)
International society for the promotion of
health technology assessment (HTA).

For further information: http://www.htai.org
/australia-2006

20-24 August 2006, Seoul, Korea
Libraries: Dynamic Engines for the
Knowledge and Information Society.

World Library and Information Congress:
72" IFLA General Conference and Council.
For further information: http://www.ifla.org
/\V/ifla72/index.htm

11-16 September
Romania

10" European Conference of Medical and
Health Libraries

For further information: http://www.eahil
confcluj.ro/

2006, Cluj-Napoca,

17 - 22 September 2006, Alicante, Spain
10" European Conference on Research and
Advanced Technology for Digital Libraries
For further information:
http://www.ecdl2006.0rg

16-17 October 2006, London, UK

Internet Librarian International 2006

For further information: http://www.internet-
librarian.com/index.shtml

13-20 October 2006, Toronto Canada
MEDNET 2006

11" World Congress on Internet in Medicine
For further information: http://www.
mednetcongress.org/

12-15 November, Lisbon, Portugal
Pharma-Bio-Med 2006

The international conference and exposition
for Information Specialists and Managers
For further information: http://www.pharma-
bio-med.com

Giovanna F. Miranda
Giovanna.Miranda@sanofi-aventis.com
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Mrs. Kostallari RR.Bajram Curri, Albania Mr. Filip Kriz National Medical Czech
Papadhopulli Tirana Library, Prague Republic
Hopital Vincent Van Charles University, Czech
Mrs. Martine Ackermans ~ Gogh Marchienne-au-  Belgium Mrs. Jarmila Pirnerova Faculty of Pharmacy,  Republic
Pont Prague
Mr. Jan Deman AZ St Jan AV, Brugge  Belgium Kirsten Brams Scharling Medicinsk Bibliotek, ~ Denmark
Glostrup
Bibliotheque de Mrs. Karine Korsgaard Amtssygehuset i Denmark
Miss. Florence Willem médecine vétérinaire,  Belgium Glostrup
Liege Mrs. Trine Lacoppidan Forensic Psychiatry Denmark
Wetenschappelijk Keestel Clinic, Min. of Justice,
Ms. Bernadette Claus Instituut Volksge- Belgium Copenhagen
zondheid, Bruxelles Mrs. Ulla Bay Hillerad Sygehus Denmark
Mr. Frederic Hameleers Université Libre de Belgium Ms. Jette Frost Jepsen Medical Library, Denmark
Bruxelles Aalborg Hospital
Mrs. Christine Lanners UCL-Université Belgium Mrs. Jette Bojesen Library, School of Denmark
Catholique de Louvain Nursing, Holstebro
Bibliotheque des Mrs. Charlotte Lavenhardt  University College Denmark
Mrs. Michel Maas Sciences de la Vie, Belgium Sgrensen Dresund
Univ. Liege Ms. Jane Koch Psykiatrisk Center, Denmark
Dr. Christophe Janssen-Cilag Belgium G|US_UUP
Schuermans S.AIN.V., Antwerp S Danish School of
Mrs. Raymonde Charlier  UCL - Catholic Belgium Miss. Birgitta Vikstrom Midwifery, Denmark
University of Leuven Copenhagen
DSAA, ULB - Mrs. Drea Eskildsen National Board of Denmark
Mr. Benoit Kints Bibliotheque de Belgium Stenbaek Health, Copenhagen
Médecine, Bruxelles Mrs. Riitta Grahn STAKES, Helsinki Finland
Dr. Vinciane de Bergeyck  Bibl. Univ. Moretus Belgium o STAKES, National ]
Plantin, Namur Ms. Veera Ristikartano Research and Dev. Finland
Bibliotheque des : Centre, Helsinki :
Mr. André Meunier Sciences de la Vie, Belgium Ms. Leena Lodenius Finnish Medical Finland
Univ. Liege Society, Helsinki
Mr. Luc Bourceret Université Libre de  Belgium Ms. Leena Raustia Stakes, FinOHTA Finland
Bruxelles Helsinki __
Bibliothegue des . ) STAKES, National .
Miss. Christine Brouwir ~ Sciences de la Vie, ~ Belgium Ms. Minna Likala Research and Dev Finland
Univ. Liege Centre, Helsinki
Dr. Paul Nieuwenhuysen  Vrije Universiteit Belgium Mrs. Claudine Bernard SCD Bibliotheque de  France
Bruxelles Universite de Caen
ULG - Bibliotheque Niedersachsische
Miss. Clarisse Haar-Salle  des sciences de la vie, Belgium Mr. Elmar Mittler Staats- und Germany
Liege Universitatshibl.
= : : ; Gottingen
Ms. Tamara Marija Seme ~ Childrens Hospital, Croatia — —
: Za;;reh o Mrs. Elke Menn Universitaetsklinkum  Germany
: A : : Hamburg-Eppendorf
Mrs. Gordana Ramljak u ty Hospital of  Croat
e Trr;lt‘llr‘::’ltoﬁogss?a;]reob foana Mr. Andreas Duda BfArM, Bonn Germany
Ms. Alena Simova National Medical Czech . S!SC-Sc_lennﬁc &
Library, Prague Republic Mrs. Joanna Venieri Biomedical _Info. Greece
National Medical Czech g;?ErS' i(al_llthea
Ms. Lenka Maixnerova Library, Republic L . - veterinary
Prague Ms. Miszori Katalin Science Library, Hungary
Budapest
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Ms. Padar Eva SZIE Veterinary Ms. Zaneta Brazdziute Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Science Library, Hungary Riga
Budapest Miss. Lilita Bunde Riga Stradins Univ. Latvia
SZIE Veterinary Riga
Miss. Beata Winkler Science Library, Hungary Ms. Astrida Smagre Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Budapest Riga
SZIE Veterinary Miss. Evija Grinmane Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Mrs. Gydrgy Kicsi Science Library, Hungary Riga
Budapest Mrs. Jelena Vasiljeva Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Mrs. Eva Orban SZIE Veterinary Riga
Science Library, Hungary Mrs. Tatjana Naumova Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Budapest Riga
Health Service Ms. Daiga Spila Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Mr. Bernard Barrett Executive, Mid West  Ireland Riga
Office, Limerick Ms. Laimdota Daniela Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Sisters of Charity of Riga
Miss. Sue Faulkner Jesus and Mary, Ireland Ms. Ingrida Polikevica Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Monasterevin Riga
Ms. Fiona McCarthy Children's Univ Hosp.  Ireland Mrs. Aina Zikare Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Dublin Riga
Altnagelvin Hospitals Ms. Anda Krotniece Riga Stradins Univ. Latvia
Ms. Rosina Doherty-Allan  Health & Soc. Serv. Ireland Riga
Trust, Londonderry Ms. Irina Starostina Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Mrs. Joanne Callinan St Vincent's Centre,  Ireland Riga
Dublin Mrs. Daiga Fisere Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Dr. Daniela Armocida Istit. Super. di Sanita, Italy Jelgava
Rome Miss. Dace Rozenberga Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Mrs. Maria Letizia Sora Biblioteca Facolta' di ltaly Riga
Farmacia, Univ. Parma Ms. Margarita Zelve Riga Stradins Univ. Latvia
Dr. Paola Ferrari Istit. Super. di Sanita, Italy Riga
Rome Ms. Irina Starostina Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Dr. Rita Lori Arcispedale Santa Italy Riga
Maria Nuova Ms. Valentina Vikse Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Ms. Cinzia Sellitri Istit. Super. di Sanita, ltaly Riga
Rome Ms. Marita Kapina Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
National Research Riga
Dr. Luisa DE BIAGI Council 'G. Marconi'  Italy Mrs. lize Purina Riga Stradins Univ. Latvia
Bibl. Rome Riga
Mrs. Ornella Ferrari Istit. Super. di Sanita, Italy Miss. Inara Silvane Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Rome Riga
Ms. Chiara Bassi CEVEAS, Az. Usl Italy Ms. Liga Tilta Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Modena Riga
Miss. Polaka Inga Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia Ms. Daugule Iveta Med. Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Riga Gailezera
Mrs. lveta Horeva Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia Ms. Vita Juraga Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Riga Riga
Mrs. Galina Trifonova Medical Lib.of Latvia, Latvia Miss. Agnese Kaupina Medical Lib. of Latvia, Latvia
Riga Riga
Medical Lib. Medical Lib.
Ms. Galina Valule of Latvia, Latvia Ms. Zoja Bushujeva of Latvia, Latvia
Riga Riga
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Mrs. Ludmila Covalschi State Univ. Med. and  Moldova Obstetrics and
Pharmacy, Chisinau Ms. Klementa Habjan Gynecology Library, Slovenia
Dr. Edith Leclercq AMC, GMH Zeist Netherlands Ljubljana
Mrs. Eva Evers EAHIL/NVB, Utrecht  Netherlands Miss. Sara Lopez Calvo Hospital 12 de Spain
Diakonhjemmet Octubre, Madrid
Mrs. Marianne Folling Elgjo  Sykehus, Med. Bib. Norway Miss. BARBARA MUNOZ  CINDOC, Madrid Spain
Oslo Ms. Montse Salas Instituto Aragones de  Spain
Dental Faculty Ciencias de la Salud
Mrs. Sissel With Library, Norway Miss. Wigberta Martin Hospital 12 de Spain
Univ. Oslo Octubre, Madrid
Nursing Science & Mrs. Ana Sanchez CINDOC-CSIC, Madrid  Spain
Ms. Ragnhild Vingsand Social Med. Lib. Norway Montaries
University of Oslo Miss. Inger Hjelm Uppsala University Sweden
Ms. Anita Saur Haukvik Soerlandet sykehus Norway Library
HF, Kristiansand Mrs. Gunvor Hallerfors Goteborg University Sweden
Norwegian Library
Mr. Kijell Tiensvoll Knowledge Centre for  Norway Mrs. Eva Hagglund Mittuniversitetet, Sweden
Health Services, Oslo Ornskoldsvik
Sgr-trgndelag Miss. Maria Lundstrom Sjukhusbiblioteket i Sweden
Mrs. Liv Inger Lamoy University College, Norway Skelleftea
Trondheim Miss. Solveig Sundin Hogskolan Dalarna, Sweden
Mrs. Barbara Rosinska Poznan Univ of Poland Falun
Medical Sciences Mrs. Maud Eriksson Mediscinska Sweden
Dr. Paula Saraiva Faculdade de Portugal biblioteket, Goteborg
Medicina de Lishoa Mrs. Ulla Jakobsson Med. Lib. Uppsala Sweden
Mrs. Bonciu Carmen Bib. UMF, lasi Romania University
Mrs. Liana Puia Bib. UMF, Cluyj Romania Danderyds
Mrs. Viorica Scutariu Bih. UMF, lasi Romania Mr. Staffan Rundberg Sjukhus/Hospital, Sweden
Ms. Crina Mihailescu Bib. UMF Carol Romania Stockholm
Davila, Bucharest Sveriges
Mrs. Doina Miclaus Bib. UMF, Oradea Romania Ms. Ulla Andersson Lanbruksuniversitet, ~ Sweden
Mrs. Maria Fleaca Bib. UMF, Sibiu Romania Uppsala
Mrs. Cristina Ungur Bib. UMF, Cluyj Romania Mr. Christer Felth Sjukhusbiblioteket, Sweden
Ms. Lavinia Herjenescu Facult. Medicina, Romania Skelleftea
Constanta Ms. Eva-Lotte Daxberg Med. Biblioteket, Sweden
Mrs. lleana Aciu Bib. UMF, Cluj Romania Goteborg
Dr. Angela Repanovici TRANSILVANIA Univ. ~ Romania Ms. Christina Larsson Ersta Skdndal Sweden
Brasov Hdgskola, Stockholm
Medical Acad. Russian Mrs. Brita Graumann Lund Public Library Sweden
Miss. Natalya Kudriashova  Postgraduate Studies, Federation Mr. David Norgren Malmd Vard- och Sweden
St. Petersburg Halsogymnasium
Mr. Borut Toth University of Ljubljana  Slovenia Mr. Krister Johannesson Hogskolan i Skovde Sweden
Mrs. Mateja Skerlj KRKA, Novo Mesto Slovenia Mr. Iselid Lars Umea University Sweden
Mrs. Tatjana Berger Institute of Public Slovenia Library
Health Ljubljana Sahlgrenska
Ms. Stanka Jelenc Central Medical Slovenia Ms. Therese Svanberg University Hospital, Sweden
Library, Ljubljana Gothenburg
Mr. Petrusa Miholic Inst of Public Health,  Slovenia Mrs. Sara Akramy Lund Univ. Medical Sweden
Ljubljana Library
Ms. Ana Furlan Central Medical Slovenia Mrs. Bitte Lofgren Med. Lib. Danderyd's Sweden
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Mrs. Birgitta Borjesson Karlskoga Hospital Sweden NHS Quality United
Med.Lib. Miss. Janette Boynton Improvement Kingdom
Mrs. Akiko Nakagaki Sjukhusbiblioteket, Sweden Glasgow, Scotland
Vaxjo Mrs. Anne Collins Cambridge University ~ United
The Swedish National Medical Library Kingdom
Ms. Gunilla Ripvall Inst. of Public Health,  Sweden Mrs. Patricia Rey Queen Victoria Hosp.  United
Stockholm NHS Found. Trust, Kingdom
Mrs. Birgitta Stevinger Goteborg University Sweden East Grinstead
Library, Ms. Laura Cox Frontline Global United
Ms. Anette Sandberg Biblioteket,Gavle Sweden Marketing Services Kingdom
Sjukhus, Ltd, Towcester
Centre de Miss. Rachael Adair Derby Medical School ~ United
Mrs. Francois BRUTTIN Documentation en Switzerland Library Kingdom
Santé Publique, Ms. Jo Laing Salishury District United
Lausanne Hospital Kingdom
NHS Quality United Miss. Angela Jefkins Instit. of Child Health, United
Miss. Suzanne Wilson Improvement Kingdom London Kingdom
Glasgow, Scotland
Ms. Louise Doolan Imperial College United
London Kingdom
Mr. Joaquim Monteiro Wembley, London United
Kingdom
Blackpool, Fylde & United
Mr. Michael Heaton Wyre Hospitals NHS ~ Kingdom
Trust
Ms. Zena Woodley The Warner Library, United
Chelmsford Kingdom
NHS Quality United
Miss. Karen Macpherson Improvement Kingdom
Glasgow, Scotland
Dr. Graham Walton Loughborough Univ. United
Library Kingdom
Mrs. Joanne Leet St Andrews Hospital,  United
Northampton Kingdom
Mr. Paul Twiddy Leeds Teaching United
Hospitals NHS Trust ~ Kingdom
Miss. Jo Hunter Health Care Libraries  United
University of Oxford ~ Kingdom
Mrs. Rosalyn Pitt South Staffordshire United
Healthcare NHS Trust  Kingdom
Mrs. Anna Vindenes Allen  The Scientific World, ~ United
Newbury Kingdom
Mrs. Susan Mottram Health Sciences Lib.,  United
Leeds University Kingdom
Mrs. Chris Jackson Calderdale Royal United
Hospital, Halifax Kingdom
Dr. Elspeth Henry NHS Tayside, Dundee ~ United
Kingdom
Ms. Christine Goodair DrugScope, United
London Kingdom

JOURNAL OF THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR HEALTH INFORMATION AND LIBRARIES, VOL. 2 (2)



COLOPHON

Editorial Board

CHIEF EDITOR: Sally Wood-Lamont, Biblioteca UMF, Str Avram
lancu 31, 400083 Cluj-Napoca, Romania s Tel: +40 264 592629
« Fax: +40 264 598820 « e-mail: swood@umfcluj.ro

PUBLICATIONS & EVENTS: Giovanna F. Miranda, Sanofi-
aventis, Scientific Information & Library Services, Via Piranes 38,
1-20137 Milano, Italy * Tel: +39 0273942363 « Fax: +39 0276110534
* e-mail: giovannamiranda@sanofi-aventis.com

ASSOCIATION NEWS: Marta Viragos, National and University
Library, Health Science Centre, Nagyerdei krt 98. H-4012 Debrecen,
Hungary » Tel: +36 52 413 847 « Fax: +36 52 413 847

* e-mail: marta@lib.unideb.hu

INTERNET PAGES & WEBSITES: Benoit Thirion, Chief
Librarian, Medicd Library of the Rouen University Hospital Center,
F-76031 Rouen Cedex -France » Tel: +33 2 32 888 726

o Fax: +33 2 32 888 786 ¢ e-mail: Benoit. Thirion@chu-rouen.fr

Tuulevi Ovaska, Kuopio University Hospital Medical Library, POB
1777, FIN-70211 Kuopio, Finland  Tel: +358 17 173 770/163 427
 Fax: +358 17 163 429 « e-mail: tuulevi.ovaska@kuh.fi

Velta Poznaka, Medical Research Library of Latvia, 1 Sharlotes Street,
LV-1001 Riga, Latviae Tel: +371 737 8321  Fax: +371 737 3646
e e-mail: v.poznaka@mzb.lv

Federica Napolitani Cheyne, Igtituto Superiore di Sanita,
Editorial Service, Vide Regina Elena 299, [-00161 Roma, Italy
o Tel: +39 06 4990 2945 « Fax: +39 06 4990 2253

e e-mail: federica.napolitani @iss.it

Whilst the Editoria Board endeavours to obtain items of interest, the
facts and opinions expressed in those items are the responsibility of the
authors concerned. They do not necessarily reflect the policies and
opinions of the Association.

Instructions for Authors
Manuscripts in English should be about 3-4 standard (1.50 space)
typewritten pages and provided by e-mail. Informative title, short
summary and keywords should be provided. References should be
expressed in Vancouver style. Authors of submitted papers accept
editing and re-use of published material by EAHIL including
electronic publishing of the Newsletter on the EAHIL website. From
2006 all articles will be peer-reviewed - except for meeting reports,
product reviews, opinion and discussion papers, and news items.
Illustrations may be sent electronicaly, preferably either TIFF
(tagged image file format) or EPS (encapsulated postscript) formats.
If taken by adigital camerathey must be 300 dpi resolution. For best
results, illustrations should be much larger than the desired final size.

EAHIL Executive Board:

Arne Jakobsson, President

The University of Oslo Library, Library of Medicine and
Health Sciences, Postboks 1113, Blindern, N-0317 Oslo,
Norway. ® Tel: +47 23 074 434 @ Fax: +47 23 074 430

® e-mail: p.ajakobsson@ub.uio.no

Tony McSeéan, Past-President and Co-ordinator,
Accreditation Committee

Elsevier Ltd, 84 Theobad's Road, London WC1X 8RR UK.
® Tel: +44 7795 960516

® e-mail: t.mcsean@elsevier.com

Linda Lisgarten, Secretary

The School of Pharmacy Library, University of London
23-39 Brunswick Square, London WC1IN 1AX, England UK.
® Tel: +44 207 753 5833 @ Fax: +44 207 753 5947

e e-mail: lindalisgarten@pharmacy.ac.uk

Manuela Colombi, Treasurer

Janssen-Cilag SpA, Via M. Buonarroti 23, [-20093
COLOGNO MONZESE (Mi), ITALY

® Tel: +39 02 2510 526 @ Fax: +39 02 2510 530
® e-mail: mcolombi @jacit.jnj.com

Suzanne Bakker, 1st Vice President & Supervisor EAHIL
Secreteriat Central Cancer Library, The Netherlands
Cancer Institute Plesmanlaan 121, NL-1066 CX
Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

® Tel: +31 20 512 2597 @ Fax: +31 20 512 2599

® e-mail: s.bakker@nki.nl

Meile Kretaviciene, 2nd Vice President

Kaunas University of Medicine, Library, Mickeviciaus 7,
LT-44307 Kaunas, Lithuania

® Tel: +370 37 327219 e Fax: +370 37 220733

® e-mail: meile@kmu.lt

Helena Bouzkova, Member & Professional Development
Co-ordinator

Narodni Lekarska Knihovna, National Medical Library,
Sokolska 54, CZ-12132 PRAHA 2, CZECH REPUBLIC.
® Tel: +420 296335943 @ Fax: +420 296335959

® e-mail: bouzkova@nlk.cz

Marta Viragos, Co-opted Member & Internal
Communications Officer

Debrecen University Central Library Nagyerdei krt, 98,
H-4012 Debrecen, Hungary.

® Tel: +36 52 413 847 @ Fax: +36 52 413 847

® e-mail: marta@lib.unideb.hu

EAHIL Secretariat: ¢/o NVB Bureau Nieuwegracht 15,
3512 L C Utrecht, The Netherlands.

® Tel.: +31 30 261 9663 @ Fax: +31 30 231 1830

® e-mail: EAHIL @nic.surfnet.nl

Postal bank GIRO account: 799 6024 - IBAN NL65
PSTB 0007 9960 24 - BIC PSTBNL21 ABN-AMRO Bank
account: 53 03 64 697 - IBAN NL08 ABNA 0530364697 -
BIC ABNANL2A

Production: GEDO, Str. Bizusa 3, Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Distribution: sponsored by EBSCO Information Services
Aalsmeer, The Netherlands

60 JOURNAL OF THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR HEALTH INFORMATION AND LIBRARIES, VOL. 2 (2)




Lurremt
Hypertantion Reviews
Abanase Soneos. Framss:

A3 plnkcisn and irveniiqeinr, |
fnd Cinrenl Hypurksteon R
0 b - T-sinke | precied ETLRED
W oy provichy Seioin] ko meion
maAging Yo baewchi 40 Deodin.”
iy U Haewr

Licde = 'viindn, LIS,

Voerm 2, 4 lnyves 5338
Perzoanl Sutacripticrs | 19LED

Carremnt
Cardialogy Rovies

Jnitey | Ancwrann, LIRS

senicher Fofer reecwnss D6

sl B brived wectensoma m e
ST el Chenlad e ol el
w0 e diagnoaks and TerTmenl
= cyrferewrade feeE Tre
CANTE O EREETRE MEtey

B FEEESTARTS ainvl R blndie

T CeledoaTy

Wodirea 1, 4 leeses, 08
Psrpicnnl Biaecriptarn: § 10008

Cuirrent
W'y Heabths Bevieas

Josd 1, Soddpdn Argoaing

Tierd YWomam'y (e
Hisrwrecd & 37 rrgerisd reas
EaiTelt, Afech ks SElEsis
repcing b orckar kg e kg
TS s Us=erbris il B
s cha ok i e Dackd”

s =
Lre o P e W e e

Wiberes 0. meiess 3338
Peraad Ssbecriprden § 750 00

Journals

IMPACTING
Medicine

Current Medical

|.ﬂ.‘|ﬂ Reviewt
M. Dk Blgiate LIS

1 B Tl o el
T RerARNS 5 B IROOTaT
s T Wt iy
sty oot b D kil
infrmced Gl D000 N DR
miami mppd T Te o M Badd t
T | T

My 'oedk: Linip S’ o' ileciemy L5

Wiororras 1, 4 lences, 36
Parsocnal Suzscripticrn § 15080

Currend

Prychiatry Reviews
Michan! E. Those, LI3A

P ol pubsiostes i
TEsnlwS DF ol Bl Bl alaannsEs
in ooy prgnhiairy and s
Hnd e A § [ SR
Ifiahefy, sy, s
cone g ey T soiimal B
mraamas] wacku] e sl ranicne
P EAlrEhE T T 1

Py

Sokares 1 4 Bxiaa BGE
Parponal Soheoriprias: 5153000

Gel yaur FREE copy onling now!

W nnnikam arg

For informafion ar io Subsconlbe”

subsarighizasBbertham. org

Fal: +8FY E55T9138; Fax! #0701 EST 1134

Curreni Cancer

Therapy Reviews
Adan Lipion, LISA

"o b=ars fows inges e orices
n Cirmere Camopr Ty
Farimreri = Ui vy gl dhl seed

o DT el of [
e el ard e

EheTic W prechorg sl
el el phpeksass ©

P ¥ Dy

i O Thali T Lo e D)

‘Wobirm I, 4 maumn. 2ECE
Fareared Sebecripion: 1 VR

Cument Resplratary
Medicime Foviews

Joamsn Famn, 154

risdahees Wonlid Fivicass o0 ol
B LS B0 I iy
EAREE. B FRETN] ARS8
PRSIy, e
cher ram el ey
Easerind rescry ko el
e s e
2 e e et g T

Wekaewe T L b, 2P0E
ot il Hpllndfid gl & OB 06

MNovmaa B Casnvon. UK
“Loorarl Diaoubing Rirsirers B
& LS Rl in e by
Swrerpw by pubben ey
Bp-rpd p neosrem ol

o s < B LSS Tl
i erenics g Immsioe
ciaty b= the poncaeng cnesn
arnl W e brimsad b
e R e

ikl il (hee LEES

s J A Wi TEH
Pariirial oot b 180 M

i wrrei

Pediatric Boviewn
A B, U
CabTofT, Psdinits Fovdewd
[ e e

in &l e Eary emwsrres -
il . Thea
e pire by b poislh e
fazhrel rpenty ey arbcias
e tewdad bo chrmad et
i o sl Thee paarmal &
reperiinl rpsriisg dor il
rErT s arcl S
LB Sk

‘Wobgeen T 4 tepsnn. 2R0E
Fyreors Spberrgiian: | VHIE

BEMNTHANM
BECIENCE

PEELITHERS LTD



Discover 8

that get
overlooked

because no one
can find them

EBSC L Axtisd
survicn collecis your
dries IND Ol #20Y-T0
Erawss latng, Mo mams
wgsTed e searching
thrauph desmm: of
doraboses, cymbogs or
E-pourmal aroans R ko
tind whoy poEr EImrere
aiw boroding Non. Adl < poisi
ibrary’s reanarTes e

thar lmpertpa

Ciiscereer how EESCOs
Boro=Z servbe can smplity

tha sewrch for the information

PO patrons nead

TR IR T e SRR

CUSTOMER - F OONTEMTTE 51



